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They That Seek Me 
Shall Find Me 
By W. M. Czamanske 


4 CANNOT come to Jesus,” 
So many folks complain; 

‘I cannot seem to find Him; 
My search has been in vain. 


‘I grope about in blindness 
And cannot find the light; 
Ifeel as if in prison 
Where all is dark as night.” 


You cannot come to Jesus? 

Just ask Him, “Come to me!” 
He welcomes those who seek Him, 
And truly sets them free. 


His grace is all-sufficient, 
Supplying all your needs; 
Forget about your feelings, 
Your thoughts, and words, and deeds. 


Remember He has promised 

That they who seek shall find; 
He is a gracious Saviour 

And came to save mankind. 


His Word cannot be broken, 

Just search its pages through, 
And claim its “whosoevers,” 

For they were meant for you. 


vg 
New Every Morning 


. Blessings taken for granted are often 
forgotten. Yet our Heavenly Father 
“daily loadeth us with benefits” (Psa. 
@:19). Think of some of the common 
things which are nevertheless wonder- 


ful: The intricate, delicate mechanism of 
the lungs steadily and silently taking 
in fresh air eighteen to twenty times 
a minute; the untiring heart, pump- 
ing great quantities of clean -» blood 
through the labyrinth of blood vessels; 
the constant body temperature, nor- 
mally varying less than one degree; the 
atmospheric temperature, varying widely 
it is true, but never so much as to de- 
stroy human and animal life; the or- 
derly succession of day and night, spring, 
summer, autump, and winter, so that, 
with few exceptions, man can make his 
plans accordingly; the great variety of 
foods, from the farm, the field, the for- 
est, and the sea, to suit our differing 
desires and physical needs; the beauties 
of each day—the morning star and 
growing light of sunrise, the white 
clouds of afternoon, the soft tints of a 
peaceful sunset, and the glory of the 
starry heavens; the exquisite blossoms of 
the apple and dogwood trees, the Jap- 
anese cherry and the lilac bush, and the 
whole pageant of garden flowers through 
spring, summer, and fall; the symphony 


of early morning bird songs, ranging 
from the unmusical trill of the chipping 
sparrow to the lilting ecstasy of the 
goldfinch and the calm, rich, bell-like 
tones of the wood and hermit thrushes; 
the refreshment that sleep brings; the 
simple joys of home—the children’s 
laughter and whimsical remarks, happy 
times around the table, the love and 
understanding of husband and wife, and 
the harmony of voices raised together 
in praise to God, All these and many 
others come from the bountiful hand of 
Him “who redeemeth thy life from de- 
struction; who crowneth thee with lov- 
ingkindness and tender mercies; who 
satisfieth thy mouth with good things; 
so that thy youth is renewed like the 
eagle’s” (Psa. 103:4, 5). “It is of the 
Lord’s mercies that we are not con- 
sumed, because his compassions fail not. 
They are new every morning: great is 
thy faithfulness” (Lam, 3:22, 23). How 
thankful we should be! “It is a good 
thing to give thanks unto the Lord, and 
to sing praises unto thy name, O most 
High” (Psa, 92:1). 


The Tower of Babel 


Translated from the French of Henri Eberhard by Ernest Gordon 


“Go to, let us build us a city and a 
tower, whose top may reach unto 
heaven” (Gen, 11:4). 


HE earth was still drenched with 
the flood waters. The bird couples, 
flown from the ark, were building 
their first nests. Savage beasts roamed 
the silent plain. The first swarms of 
bees filled the air with their humming. 
After the frightful cataclysm nature was 
reviving with a new spring. 
Then the descendants of Noah, alone 
on the earth, felt their hearts swell with 








Comfort for Dark Days 


“Oh how great is thy goodness, 
which thou hast laid up for them 
that fear thee; which thou hast 
wrought for them that trust in 
thee before the sons of men!” 
(Psa. 31:19.) 




















pride. They went down the flanks of 
Ararat and went toward the plain which 
appeared to them limitless. The plain 
is always (as the plain of Dura) the 
place where Satanic ambition emerges 
in men — those masters of the world de- 
termined not to be forgotten, to leave 
after them gigantic memories, to per- 
petuate in the future their exploits so 
that no one may be ignorant of the fact 
that they were once sole rulers of the 
expanses, the source of oncoming human- 
ity, the gods of a stupefying drama 
“Let us make us a name” (Gen. 11:4). 

Their leader, perhaps Nimrod, sounded 
his horn. He assembled his warriors. 
He showed them the clay under their 
feet and the black bitumen in the sun- 
shine. We have in Scripture the outline 
of his speech. “Come, let us build us 
a city such as our ancestors once had. 
Let an enormous tower dominate it, a 
tower passing through the clouds and 
brushing the stars. Let them see it from 
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the east and from the west. Let the sun 
project its fabulous shadow to the bounds 
of the horizon. It will be our symbol. 
It will keep us united and strong. If 
the deluge returns, we will ascend its 
stairway and from the top we will watch 
below the waters, conquered by our in- 
telligence and our power.” 

Excuse my imagination, brethren, but 
it seems to fit in well with the meaning 
of the story. At the moment when Nim- 
rod pronounced these words a few clouds 
gathered in the sky, the rain recom- 
menced. They scattered. Suddenly in 
the cloud an immense bow took shape, 
a rainbow which was witness to the 
promise of God that there should be no 
more flood. 

Further, this bow was a sign of cove- 
nant. It recalled to the survivors of the 
recent catastrophe that they were not 
forgotten, that they owed their safety 
to the pity of God. It was further still 
a call from God. It proclaimed: “Re- 
member past days, the evil days of my 
wrath, when I cleansed the earth of 
your indecencies. Begin not again your 
scandalous infidelities. Return to me; 
walk in my ways. Trust in me; live of 
my life.” 

But all this man had already forgot- 
ten. 

The rain ceased; the bow gradually 
died out in the clouds. Again Nimrod 
sounded his horn. His mighty men re- 
assembled. He cried out: “To work: 
cook bricks; bring bitumen; dig foun- 
dations! Blacksmiths, let your forges 
sing. To work, pick and trowel. The 
earth is ours. We are our own masters. 
An eternal glory shall shine above our 
names.” 

All went to work. A little later they 
had laid the first stone. If it sprinkled 
that day the rainbow reappeared, but 
no one paid attention to it. All eyes 
were on the bricks baking in the kiln, 
* on the trowels weighted with bitumen. 
Here henceforth lay the hope of human- 
ity. 

A rainbow and a tower mounting up- 
ward! A symbol! A history! On high 
the call of God, His promise, the offer 
of reconciliation, His covenant by faith. 

Below the pride of man, confidence in 
self, in one’s intelligence and strength. 
The satisfaction of one’s vanity, search 
for one’s own glory. 

In a word the whole human drama — 
the Word of God, the response of man. 

The tower grew. What humanity 
builds, though a hundred times de- 
stroyed, is reborn from its ruins. 

One recalls the history of those he- 
gemonies, those kingdoms, which follow 
one another on our earth with the single 





This editorial is translated from the French 
by Ernest Gordon, and has been taken from 
the book entitled “Paraboles,” a collection 
of sermons by Pastor Henri Eberhard, president 
of the Regional Council of the Twelfth 
Synodical District (Alpes-Rhone) of the Re- 
formed Church of France (15 Quai St.-Clair, 
Lyon, France). There is no English trans- 
lation of his book. 
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hope of dominating the earth. Kingdoms 
of might, founded on material bases, 
which have grown up by the severity of 
their rule and the brilliance of their 
authority. They all can be described 
in a single word, ruler. 

Egypt and a pharaoh; the Orient and 
a general; Greece and a tyrant; Rome 
and an emperor; our recent dynasties 
and a king; modern nations and a dic- 
tator, “Let us make us a name!” 

I hear on the great routes of the 
world the cadence of innumerable army 
feet, marching— Darius who threatens 
Greece, Alexander the Great attacking 
Babylon, Cesar entering Rome, Napo- 
leon at the head of the Grand Army 
making all Europe to tremble. 

All these innumerable soldiers have 
passed by the base of the Tower of 
Babel. 

Then the hegemony of thought, for 
there is also a vertigo which seizes men 
who think. To construct a vast system, 
a monstrous philosophy which will give 
a clear solution to the problem of our 
destiny, bring a satisfying reply to the 
whys of the universe, of life, of suffer- 
ing, of death, which will assemble all 
conscious beings in its light and beauty. 

So arise vast constructions, ideas bril- 
liantly grouped, mounting with ease to 
the conquest of the stars that illumine 
the infinite empire of our ignorance; 
Greek thought with its pure flights into 
the world of the spirit; the Middle Ages 
and their realism; modern times and 
their critical concerns; the present time 
and its new idol, science. 

Science which is to throw its light into 
our human night, which is to explain 
all, exhibit all, tell all; which will leave 
in the shadow no “why,” will pass by 
in silence no question; Science, which 
will load us with benefits, which will 
soften our lot, dry our tears, quiet our 
inquietude, give to all the happiness 
which is due each one. It will diminish 
the number of our sicknesses and push 
back the frontiers of death. It is the 
tower that is going up, the stones we 
heap together. Nimrod and his friends 
exult with joy. Some meters more and 
by raising our arms we shall touch the 
stars, thanks to science. 

There also exists a Babel pride in good 
deeds. Men have promulgated spiritual 
truths, issuing from their own hearts. 
At certain times, tired of having shed 
too much blood or of having submitted 
too lightly to arbitrary tyrannies, they 
have risen and inscribed in history lofty 
facts that were as red-letter days in the 
apparent march of Progress. Revolts of 
slaves, peasant uprisings, revolutions of 
the masses against chains of royalty, 
against Bastilles of the soul and Bas- 
tilles of stone. All this has built a tower 
of illusions as of a world in progress, in 
march, the last stone of which will be 
the Society of Nations. This will enable 
us to lay aside our swords and to tear 


(Continued on page 578) 
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Notes on Open Letters 


Finding the Right Teachers 
For Sunday School 


Since one of the principal aims of 
Tue Sunpay Scuoot Times is to provide 
help for Sunday school teachers ang 
superintendents, it has been thought wel] 
to share with readers in this department 
the results of an interesting correspond- 
ence that the Editor has had recently 
with the Rev. S. L, Boehmer, pastor of 
the Calvary Church, Toronto. Seeing 
an article in the April issue of the 
Moody Monthly entitled “You Can Re- 
make Your Sunday School,” by Mr 
Boehmer, the Editor wrote to him for 
more information, Mr. Boehmer replied: 


Enclosed is the constitution of Cal- 
vary Church as well as a copy of our 
“Requirements for Leaders.” You may 
make any use of these pamphlets you 
desire for God’s glory. 

Also enclosed is the constitution of 
the Associated Gospel Churches in 
Canada, For your information, this de- 
nomination was formed in 1922 by Dr. P. 
W. Philpott and a few others. Today 
there are some fifty-five churches and 
missions throughout Canada. Among 
them are three large churches — Phil- 
pott Tabernacle in Hamilton, Metro- 
politan Tabernacle in Ottawa built and 
established by the Rev. Andrew Tel- 
ford, presently of Philadelphia, and 
Calvary Church of Toronto, of which 
I have the honor to be the pastor, Our 
churches are similar in practice and 
belief to the Moody Memorial Church 
of Chicago. They are virtually Bap- 
tistic, the one exception being that 
baptism is not essential to church 
membership. 


The rules for Sunday school teachers 
are as follows: 
REQUIREMENTS FOR LEADERS 


1. It shall be required of all staff 
members in our Main or Branch 
Schools. that they have a personal ex- 
——- of salvation through the Lord 

esus Christ, that they feel definitely 
called of the Lord to work in our 
schools, and that they be willing to 
accept all the responsibilities therein 
entailed. All duly appointed members 
of the staff must be members of Cal- 
vary Church, 

2. It shall be required of all staff 
members that they rigidly conform to 
the church policy of separation from 
the world, avoiding “all appearance of 
evil.” By this is meant, among other 
things, those forms of amusement and 
entertainment which war against a 
Spirit-filled life, and which are gen- 
erally recognized as including theater- 
going. dancing, card-playing, smoking, 

rinking, gaudiness in dress, use of 
cosmetics, etc. It is further expected 
that no leader will knowingly bring 
discredit or reproach upon the good 
name of the church in any way, but 
with particular respect to such prac- 
tices as desecration of the Lord’s Day, 
slander and idle gossip, immorality, 
gambling, illegitimate indebtedness, 
etc. 

3. Teachers shall be required care- 
fully and prayerfully to prepare each 
lesson, ever with the end in view of 
the salvation of souls, and the upbuild- 
ing of the saints. 


(Continued on page 576) 
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ll. Will the Church Pass Through the Tribulation? 


The convincing answer found in the messages to 
the seven churches in the Revelation 


E MAY walk by the clear light 

W of the Word as we consider the 

eighteen Biblical reasons why 
the Church does not pass through the 
Great Tribulation. 

First—The first answer, naturally, is 
that not one syllable ef Scripture affirms 
that the Church goes through the Great 
Tribulation, or even enters that awful 
period. In the giving of the new prom- 
ise (John 14:1-3) there is no hint of 
such a thing. Not one “sign” of. any 
kind is given. And this is in most strik- 
ing contrast with the promises to Israel 
in the Olivet discourse. There “signs” 
abound, and all, save the cosmic dis- 
turbances (Matt. 24:29), precede the 
Great Tribulation, and are markedly 
Jewish in character. Is any Gentile be- 
liever expecting to see “the abomination 
spoken of by Daniel the prophet stand- 
ing in the holy place?” Are our post- 
Tribulation brethren really praying that 
their flight may not be on the Sabbath 
day, or in the winter? 

Second.—Not only is there no syllable 
of Scripture which affirms that the 
Church will enter the Great Tribulation, 
but neither the upper-chamber discourse, 
the new promise, nor the Epistles which 
explain that promise, so much as men- 
tion the Great Tribulation, 

Not once in that great body of in- 
spired writing, written expressly for the 
Church, is the expression found. The 
whole doctrine of post-Tribulationism 
tests upon inference, upon the use of 
passages plainly meant for Israel, or 
upon mere reasoning based upon infer- 
ences. 

Third—The Epistles reveal a coming 
“day,” of which the Old Testament and 
the four Gospels give no hint. It is 
called “the day of our Lord Jesus Christ” 
(1 Cor. 1:8); “of the Lord Jesus” (1 
Cor. 5:5); “of Jesus Christ” (Phil. 1:6); 
“ot Christ” (Phil. 1:10; 2:16). In this 
new “day,” the Corinthians, who are 


‘described in the preceding verse (1 Cor. 


1:7) as “waiting for the coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ,” are assured that they 
Will be found “blameless.” The “spirit” 
is to be “saved” in the day of the Lord 
Jesus. The Christians in Corinth, fruit 
of Paul’s ministry, are to be his in the 
day of the Lord Jesus. The Philippians 
are assured that “he which ‘hath begun 
& good work in you will perform it until 
the day of Jesus Christ.” And Paul looks 
forward to the day of Christ as the time 
of his rejoicing in his Philippian con- 
verts. 


It is evident, then, that this new “day” 
is the end (1 Cor. 1:8) of the pilgrim 
Pathway; the time when the Christian 


This is the second of a series of 
six articles reproducing a pamphlet 
of the same title prepared by Dr. 
C. L. Scofield, editor of the “Scofield 
Reference Bible,” and published by 
the Philadelphia School of the Bible 
in 1917. 

Next week’s article will continue 
the eighteen Biblical reasons why 
believers may be assured that they 
shall be kept out of the Great Tribu- 
lation. 





is found “blameless”; when soul-winners 
rejoice in the results of their faithful 
service; and believers are assured that 
they shall be kept till that day, and that 
day will witness the consummation of 
the work in the believer of Him who be- 
gan it: 

But if the Church is to go through 
the Great Tribulation, where, in the 
prophetic order of events, can place be 
found for this great consummation day? 
Not after the Great Tribulation, for 
“immediately” after the Tribulation the 
appointed “signs” which herald and in- 
troduce the “great and dreadful day of 
Jehovah” begin (Matt. 24:29, 30; Joel 
2:1-12; Acts 2:19, 20), and Armageddon 
follows. There is absolutely no place 
in,. or after, the Great Tribulation, for 
the day of Christ, with its joy and 
triumph. 

For it must be remembered that before 
the Church lie four great events: 

(1) The rapture, when the dead in 
Christ and the saints then “alive” are 
caught up to meet the Lord in the air 
(1 Thess, 4: 14-17). 

(2): The “judgment seat of Christ,” 
when the believer’s works after con- 
version pass in review (2 Cor. 5:10; 1 
Cor. 3:11-15; Rom. 14:10; Gal. 6:7; Eph. 
6:8; Col, 3:24, 25). As the passages 
show, sins are not in question, nor the 
final destiny of the believer, for this 
rests solely upon the atoning work of 
Christ. The issue is, “reward,” or, “loss” 
(1 Cor. 3:11-15). But, obviously, it is 
the very first matter to be settled, for 
the rewards have to do with the 
heavenly state of the individual be- 
lievers composing the Church. It is the 
time when soul-winners present their 
converts to Christ (2 Cor, 11:2). 

. (3) The presentation. This is the mo- 

ment of our Lord’s supreme joy —the 
consummation of all His redemptive 
work. 

“Husbands, love your wives, even as 
Christ also loved the church, and gave 
himself for it; that he might sanctify 


and cleanse it by the washing of water 
by-the word. that he might present it to 
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himself a glorious church, not having 
spot, or wrinkle, or any such —y but 

at it should be holy and without blem- 
ish” (Eph. 5:25-27). 

“Behold I and the children which God 
hath given me” (Heb, 2:13). 

“Now unto him that is able to keep 

ou from polling. and to present = 

aultless before the presence of his glory 
with exceeding joy” (Jude 24). 

(4) The marriage of the Lamb. That 
this takes place in Heaven is clear from 
Revelation 19:1 with verses 7-10. The 
passage discriminates, in the accurate 
way of Scripture, the “marriage” (v. 7) 
from the “marriage supper” (v. 9). From 
the Parable of the Wise and Foolish Vir- 
gins, it would seem that the marriage 
supper is on the earth, as the marriage 
is certainly in Heaven. 

It would seem congruous with the 
way in which our Lord associated the 
new upper-chamber promise with the 
statement, “I go to prepare a plece for 
you,” that the bride would be inducted 
into her Heavenly Home before return- 
ing with her royal Bridegroom to take 
up with Him the earth-work of the thou- 
sand years. But as the induction is but 
an inference, supported, so far as the 
writer knows, by no express Scripture, 
it is safest to base nothing upon even 
the reasonable inference drawn from 
John 14:2, 3. 

The “day of Christ” then, is the period 
of time within which the four stupen- 
dous events—the resurrection of sleep- 
ing and “change” of living saints and 
their rapture into the air to meet Christ; 
the adjudication of rewards at the judg- 
ment seat of Christ; the presentation of 
the Church faultless; and the marriage 
of the Lamb in Heaven—take place. 
This excludes the notion that the first 
resurrection and rapture of the Church 
are mere incidents in the downward 
sweep of the Lord in glory to the earth. 

Indeed, if this were true, why were not 
the “shout,” the “voice of the archangel,” 
and the “trump of God” put among the 
“signs” of the Lord’s return in glory to 
the earth? (1 Thess, 4:16.) The answer 
is that these do not occur in connection 
with the return in glory to the earth, 
but at the beginning of the “day of 
Christ,” which must come before the 
Great Tribulation. 

Fourth.—The history of the Church is 
foretold in seven messages of the risen 
and glorified Christ to seven representa- 
tive churches then in existence, Ephesus, 
Smyrna, Pergamos, Thyatira, Sardis, 
Philadelphia, and Laodicea, 

The prophetico-historic character of 
these communications is proved (1) by 
their applicability as tests of the spir- 
itual state of any church, anywhere, in 
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any age. (2) By the exact correspond- 
ence of the foreview with the actual 
spiritual history of the professing 
Church, Ephesus represents the general 
condition of the Church at the close of 
the apostolic period. The era of the 
great systematic persecutions follows, as 
set forth in the message to Smyrna. In 
Pergamos the persecutions have become 
a mere reminiscence, and the Church, 
which should have maintained her char- 
acter of a “stranger” and “pilgrim” body, 
has settled down in the world — “where 
Satan’s throne is.” This condition was 
reached historically, with the conversion 
of the Emperor Constantine, when Chris- 
tianity became the court religion, and 
the pagan temples with their vast en- 
dowments were turned into “Christian 
churches !” 

In the order cf the messages, as of the 
actual history, Thyatira comes next. It 
is an accurate foreview of the church 
of the dark ages from the full establish- 
ment of the papacy to the time of the 
Reformation. 

It is interesting to note that now oc- 
curs one of the incidental, but convinc- 
ing and unanswerable, proofs that the 
Church does not pass through the Great 
Tribulation. In Thyatira a “rest” or 
remnant of true believers is recognized 
(Rev. 2:24), just as, historically, the dark 
ages, and medieval Christianity, pro- 
duced within that unpromising environ- 
ment no small number of saintly men 
and women. And to this remnant is 
given the promise of His coming — “Hold 
fast till I came,” v. 25— but of His com- 
ing in a sense which brings out a new 
and lovely figure of the fulfillment of 
the new promise, “And I will give him 
the morning star.” 

The promise to Israel (Mal. 4:1, 2) is 
of His coming as the “Sun of righteous- 
ness.” But the morning star precedes 
the rising of the sun! and the true be- 
liever, instructed out of the Word, waits 
and watches through the dark night of 
this age (Rom. 13:12), not for the rising 
of the Sun of righteousness after the 
Great Tribulation, which is _ Israel’s 
promise, but for His coming as the 
Morning Star before the rising of the 
Sun, which is the Christian’s promise. 
And Thyatira goes on to the end. 

Sardis breaks in, fulfilled in the Prot- 
estant Reformation, as all agree; and 
Sardis, or the body of Protestant 
churches, goes on to the end. But, just 
as there is a “rest” or remnant of true 
believers even in Thyatira, so Sardis, 
or Protestantism, has her Philadelphians. 
Every attempt to find Philadelphia as 
fulfilled in any particular Protestant 
sect, or movement, has utterly failed, 
“Philadelphia” is not an organization, 
but a characteristic of true believers in 
any period of the history of the church. 

When the seven messages were writ- 
ten the seven churches were in actual 
existence. It is only as time has passed 
that a certain historic continuity is per- 
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ceived. Looking back we can see that 
these messages picture in broad detail 
the history of the visible or professing 
church. But then, contemporaneously, 
there were Ephesian church members who 
had left their first love; and Smyrniotes 
who were in the fires of persecution; 
and Pergamosans who had settled down 
to make the best of this world; and 
Thyatirans priest-led into pagan cere- 
monies, among whom a mere remnant 
truly believed; and Sardisans who were 
stopping short; and Philadelphians of 
whom the risen Lord could say: “Thou 
hast a little strength, and hast kept my 
word, and hast not denied my name,” 
and to whom He could give the prom- 
ise that they should be kept out of the 
Great Tribulation; and Laodiceans, luke- 
warm, puffed up, and holding to a mere 
profession. 

These characteristics which just then 
specially marked the churches selected 
were peculiar neither to that moment of 
time, nor to the whole membership of 
those churches. There is a personal ap- 
peal to him “that hath an ear”; there 
is encouragement for overcomers. The 
general state of each church is as de- 
scribed, but then as now, and as always 
down the ages, believers of the Phila- 
delphia type could be found in all the 
churches. Every moral state described in 
the seven messages existed then, has ex- 
isted in every age, exists now, and there- 
fore every true believer had, and has, 
Scriptural warrant for looking, not for 
the Great Tribulation or the Beast, but 
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for the descent of the Lord into the air 
to call the true Church unto Himself. 
In all the churches, and sometimes out- 
side all churches, Philadelphian men and 
women are found, It is they who keep 
alive the prayer meeting, and the spir- 
itual activities of the churches. More 
and more as the “mystery of iniquity” 
which is Satan’s “world,” and the “fall]- 
ing away” among the professing churches 
progress, true Philadelphians are dis. 
cerned. They are the true Church in 
the midst of the professing church rep. 
resented so unmistakably by Laodicea, 
And Philadelphia faces one destiny, and 
Laodicea another. Laodicea is to be 
spewed out of the mouth of “the faith. 
ful and true witness” (Rev. 3:16). But 
to the true believer is given the prom- 
ise which stands across the purpose of 
any who would fain “infer” the true 
Church into the Great Tribulation: 


“Because thou hast kept the word of 
my patience, I also will keep thee from 
[lit., “out of”) the hour of temptation, 
which shall come upon all the world, to 
t them that dwell upon the earth” 
(Rev. 3:10). 


The Scriptures, Old Testament or New, 
tell of but one such “hour.” The true 
Church, represented by the remnant of 
true believers in the Romish apostasy; 
is promised the “morning star”; while 
the true Church, represented by Phila- 
delphians in the Protestant apostasy, 
have an explicit and nonfigurative prom- 
ise that they shall be kept out of the 
Great Tribulation ! 


(To be continued) 


A Foreign Mission Field at Home 


A living witness among college and university students 


By JOSEPH T. BAYLY 


Mr. Bayly’s article gives glimpses of the work of the Inter-Varsity 
Christian Fellowship, of which he is regional secretary, with an office 
at 156 West School Lane, Philadelphia 44. The Fellowship is in touch 
with 15,000 or more students in secular colleges and universities (not 


including members in Christian colleges). 


The records show that some 


2,000 students have accepted Christ during the last school year and are 


continuing on in Bible study groups. 


Those who would like to know 


more about this greatly needed work, and who would like to have a 
share in its support, may write to the Inter-Varsity Christian Fellow- 
ship, 1444 N. Astor Street, Chicago 10. 


AITO goes back to Japan this sum- 

mer. He was a Shintoist when he 
came to the United States with a schol- 
arship to study history last fall. But 
the witness of Christian students at a 
New Jersey college has led Saito to 
trust Jesus Christ as his Saviour. Dur- 
ing the rest of his life he will witness 
to Christ as he teaches Japanese stu- 
dents — because of a year in an Ameri- 
can college. : 

Most foreign students are here longer 
than Saito and (if reached for Christ) 
return to their own countries better 
prepared to do “missionary” work than 
he will be. Some even go as far as 


Ng and Chen, graduate engineers won 
to Christ at an American technical 
school, who are spending a year in Bible 
school before they return to China. 

Many have already returned. A for- 
mer Hindu occupies a position in India. 
He. was saved not in Bombay, but in 
Philadelphia. A University of Pennsyl- 
vania student’s witness led to his con- 
version and subsequent baptism. 

Today 25,000 students from foreign 
countries are studying in American col- 
leges and universities. State Depart 
ment officials hope the number will be 
doubled by next year. 

Almost without: exception these for- 
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Lesson for July 16 


eign students are mature graduate stu- 
dents, competitively chosen for the cov- 
eted American edu¢ation. About a fifth 
of them come from Latin America; the 
rest come from most of the countries to 
which we send missionaries. A number of 
students come from countries that are 
dosed to Christian missions. Their con- 
yersion opens a door to the Gospel that 
js otherwise closed. 

Several months after he became a 
Christian, a Chinese graduate student 
(formerly a Buddhist) wrote to a staff 
member of the Inter-Varsity Christian 
Fellowship as follows: “Mostly every 
night before going to bed, I read Bible 
a few paragraphs or chapters. I feel 
understanding Lord more now than be- 
fore. I am continuing with Lord, and 
will keep on. Your help to me mean 
a great deal in my whole life. . . .” 

In some instances Christian students, 
products of missionary work in their 
own countries, are discovered. The im- 
portance of Christian counsel and help 
in the lives of these students is not 
easily exaggerated. 

Manuel, from a South American coun- 
try, came to the United States to study. 
A missionary put the Inter-Varsity 
Christian Fellowship in touch with him, 
Among other things the missionary men- 
tioned that Manuel had been recently 
converted while studying for the Ro- 
man Catholic priesthood. 

Unfortunately the college to which 
Manuel came is a theologically liberal 
denominational school in which there is 
no Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship 
chapter. In reply to the first letter, Man- 
uel wrote: 

“First of all receive my warmest 
greetings and my best wishes for your 
complete happiness. As I am a new stu- 
dent I-did not know how to get letters, 
but now I know and so I got your nice 
letter. To say you the true [sic] I like 
this college very much, but it is a pity, 
I did not find a religious spirit, really 
itis a pity. It is a charming place, but 
Iam sorry it is not made for God’s 
Seekers, .. . Here I have good friends 
to me, but they are not good, they are 
teaching what I do not like to learn... .” 

Immediately some of the Inter-Varsity 
Christian Fellowship booklets, including 
ohne on daily Bible study and prayer, 
were sent to Manuel. In answer to his 
Tequest an English Bible was also sent, 
His next letter follows: 

“I thank you very much your kindness 
in sending me some good readings. 
Really Quiet Time is a book made for 
guys that are looking for the true 
through a way of troubles for in his 
Quiet time one finds himself far from 
the world noise. 

“Here I am making progress in my 
studies, but I am not studying the Bible 
for I have no time to devote myself with 
all my mind. 

Sir, as I see that you are closely 


te Religion I take the liberty of asking 


It is really a pity... . 
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for your good prayers to my needs, for 
I realize that without God I can’t do 
anything. .. .” 

Sometimes as a result of the campus 
Inter-Varsity witness Christian foreign 
students realize more fully what they can 
do as Christian witnesses when they re- 
turn to their own lands. Two young 
women, editors of a children’s magazine 
and a family magazine in their own 
country, are studying journalism at a 
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large university. Contact with the Inter- 
Varsity chapter at this school (where 
eleven students have been saved this 
year) has given each the determination 
to present the Gospel through her mag- 
azine upon taking up editorial duties 
again. 

Dr. M. D. Paul, newly appointed prin- 
cipal of the Madras teachers’: college 
(training teachers for the whole prov- 


(Continued on page 576) 











FONTANA FISHERMAN 


The U. S. Government Service, Inc., release that accompanied the photo- 
graph reproduced above states that “the Rev. Wade C, Smith is the 
busiest man in Fontana Village, where he goes ‘the limit’ working. not 


only toward the establishment of a nondenominational 


church, but 


meantime supplying his own and the tables of his friends with large- 
mouth bass out of Fontana Lake.” Readers of THe Sunpay ScuHoot TIMeEs 
already know Mr. Smith as the creator of Little Jeétts, in “Little Jetts 


Teach the Lesson,” and the writer of “Say, Fellows, — 


” 


in the lesson 


i, 


department in the Times each week. He is shown here with a day’s “cast 
and carry” brought in at noon after three hours on TVA’s largest lake, 
Fontana. Dam, N. C. 
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LESSON 3. JULY 16. RUTH, FAITHFUL TO HER FAMILY AND GOD 


Ruth; printed text, 1:8, 14-22 


Golden Text.—Ruth said, Intreat me not to leave thee, or to return from following after thee: for whither thou RT I will go; 
and where thou lodgest, | will lodge: thy people shall be my people, and thy God my God.—Ruth 16 


Kiné James Version 


Ruth 1:8 And Naomi said unto her two daughters in law, Go, 
the Lorp deal kindly with 


you, as ye have dealt with the dead, and with me. 


14 And they lifted up their voice, and wept again: and Orpah 
kissed her mother in law; but Ruth clave unto her. 

15 And she said, Behold, thy sister in law is gone back unto 
her people, and unto her gods: return thou after thy sister in law. 

16 And Ruth said, Intreat me not to leave thee, or to return from 
following after thee: for whither thou goest, I will go; and where 
thou lodgest, I will lodge: thy people shall be my people, and 


return each to her mother’s house: 


thy God my God: 


17 Where thou diest, will I die, and there will I be buried: the 
Lorp do so to me, and more also, if ought but death part thee 


and me. 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Approach to the Lesson 


"Tovrea is a charm about the in- 
spired Hebrew idyl, the Book of 
Ruth, that cannot fail to appeal to 
anyone of literary taste, whether its 
divine inspiration is recognized or not. 
But when we receive it as a part of 
the God-breathed Word, we see added 
beauties, which the natural mind can- 
not discern. It portrays something of the 
inward conditions prevailing among 
what we might call the ordinary peo- 
ple of Israel, during the troubled years 
of the Judges. Typically, it sets forth 
in a very remarkable manner, the story 
of redemption. Through Boaz, the goel, 
or Kinsman-Redeemer (Lev. 25:25), 
Ruth, the Moabitish stranger, is brought 
into the family of God and given a place 
among the Covenant People. The great- 
grandmother of King David, she has a 
place in the ancestral line of our Lord 
Jesus Christ (Matt. 1:5, 6). By natural 
birth the Moabites were barred from the 
congregation of the Lord unto the tenth 
generation because of their hostility to 
the Children of Israel when they were 
journeying toward the Promised Land 
(Deut, 23:3). But, by. grace, Ruth found 
an honored place in the Chosen Nation. 
Her loyalty to her mother-in-law, Na- 
omi, and her decided stand as a convert 
to the God of Israel mark her out as a 
young woman of exceptional devoted- 
ness and decision of character. 

Naomi’s record is not very creditable 
at first. She actually typifies the back- 
slider, leaving the place of privilege, 
Bethlehem, the house of bread, to go with 
her husband and sons to the land of 
Moab. But after severe chastening, her 
faith is rekindled, and in the closing two 
chapters she shines forth as a woman 
of faith. 


18 When she saw that she was stedfastly minded to go with 


“ b 4 va 


The Historical Setting 

We have no definite date for the events 
of this book. We are only told that 
they all took place in the days when 
the Judges ruled. Elimelech with his 
wife Naomi and two sons, Mahlon and 
Chilion, left Bethlehem and went to the 
land of Moab to escape the rigors of a 
famine. In Moab, the sons married 
women of that country, Orpah and Ruth. 
Elimelech and the sons all died there, 
whereupon Naomi decided to return to 
Bethlehem. Ruth insisted on going with 
her, but Orpah remained in Moab, 


Verse by Verse 

Ruth 1:8.—“Naomi said unto her two 
daughters in law, Go, return each to her 
mother’s house.” We may think of Na- 
omi as a typical backslider. She had 
been one with her husband in going 
down from Bethlehem to Moab, thus 
manifesting lack of faith in God’s abil- 
ity to provide even in time of famine. 
The ten years spent in Moab had proved 
bitterly disappointing. She was bereft 
of her husband and her two sons. Now, 
in her affliction, word came that “the 
Lord had visited his people in giving 
them bread.” So she determined to re- 
trace her steps and go back to the place 
she should never have left. But she 
did not have faith enough to consider 
taking her daughters-in-law with her, 
so urged them to go back to their for- 
mer homes. She expressed deep appre- 
ciation of their kindness and devotion 
and with strange inconsistency com- 
mended them to God, while sending 
them back to their idols. 

Verse 14—“Orpah kissed her mother 
in law; but Ruth clave unto her.” Like 
Pliable in the “Pilgrim’s Progress,” Or- 
pah turned back, discouraged by the 
words of Naomi. But Ruth had deter- 
mined to go on to her husband’s former 
home, and so refused to be separated 
from her mother-in-law. There was 


‘unto her.” 


her, then she left speaking unto her. 

19 So they two went until they came to Beth-lehem. And it 
came to pass, when they were come to Beth-lehem, that all the 
city was moved about them, and they said, Is this Naomi? 

20 And she said unto them, Call me not Naomi, call me Mara: 
for the Almighty hath dealt very bitterly with me. 

21 I went out full, and the Lorp hath brought me home again 
empty: why then call ye me Naomi, seeing the Lorp hath testi. 
fied against me, and the Almighty hath afflicted me? 

22 So Naomi returned, and Ruth the Moabitess, her daughter 
in law, with her, which returned out of the country of Moab: 
and they came to Beth-lehem in the beginning of barley harvest, 
Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 

national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, 

International Council of Religious Education. 
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deep affection in her heart for the older 
woman, and a sincere desire to know the 
God of Israel, as her future story makes 
evident. 

Verse 15.—“Thy sister in law is gone 
back unto her people, and unto her gods: 
return thou after thy sister in law.” It 
is clear that Naomi realized to the full 
what a return to the former life would 
mean. Orpah had gone back “unto her 
gods”! Let Ruth do the same! It is 
sad, indeed, to think that a woman of 
Israel should have had no more concern 
for their souls than this. What will 
Naomi’s feelings be in the day of judg- 
ment if she there meets Orpah, a lost 
idolater, who had been turned from the 
road to life and salvation by her lack 
of faith and concern for her soul? 


Verse 16.—‘“Thy people shall be my 
people, and thy God my God.” Ruth's 
decision is definite. She had settled the 
matter in her own heart. She was de- 
termined to remain with Naomi at all 
costs. Her faith already was placed in 
the God of whom her husband and his 
mother must often have told her. For 
her there could be no going back to 
idolatry. 

Verse 17.—“The Lord do so to me, and 
more also, if ought but death part thee 
and me.” It is blessed to contemplate 
Ruth’s settled decision. She had counted 
the cost and was prepared to accept all 
the consequences of separation from her 
own family and its pagan religion. She 
was not merely going to experiment 
along new lines, but she had made up 
her mind to be true until death, both 
to Naomi and to God. It is a delightful 
example of loyalty of heart and devotion 
of spirit. 

Verse 18.—“When she saw that she was 
stedfastly minded . , . she left speaking 
At first Naomi had sought 
to dissuade both Ruth and Orpah from 
going to Bethlehem with her. She could 
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not tell what kind of reception they 
would receive as strangers from the idol- 
atrous nation of Moab. Moreover, their 
very presence would be the evidence of 
the family failure, for God had forbid- 
den intermarriage with the heathen 
nations. But Ruth’s determination and 
loyalty convinced her that she should 
take her with her to the home she had 
left so long before. 

Verse 19.—“When they were come to 
Beth-lehem ... all the city was moved 
about them.” Reaching their destina- 
tion, they received a most cordial wel- 
come from Naomi’s old friends. Ap- 
parently Ruth shared in this to the full; 
at least, we have no hint of any cold- 
ness toward her. 

Verse 20.—“Call me not Naomi, call 
me Mara.” As the two entered the city, 
the people exclaimed with gladness, “Is 
this Naomi?” which means “pleasant- 
ness”; but she declared that she might 
better be called “Mara,” which means 
“bitterness,” for she testified that God 
had dealt very bitterly with her. 

Verse 21.—“I went out full, and the 
Lord hath brought me home again 
empty.” She had not realized the bless- 
ings that had been hers until she for- 
feited them by going to the land of the 
stranger. This is always the confession 
of the restored backslider. 

Verse 22.—“In the beginning of barley 
harvest.” It is always harvesttime when 
the wanderer returns to God. Fear of 
famine drove Elimelech and Naomi to 
Moab. There was plenty for all when 
Naomi and Ruth reached Bethlehem. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

Ruth’s decision illustrates the stand 
that every exercised soul should take in 
regard to the present offer of the Gos- 
pel. God has now revealed Himself in 
the person of His Son. It is a great 
moment in one’s spiritual history when 
the choice is made to receive Christ and 
for His name’s sake to turn from the 
world that has rejected Him. Ruth gives 
us a blessed example of what Barnabas 
meant, in a later day, when he besought 
the young Gentile converts at Antioch 
to cleave to the Lord “with purpose of 
heart” (Acts 11:23). 

Naomi, when restored to fellowship 
with the Lord, was able to guide Ruth 
aright, and her faith was rewarded in 
a Wonderful way. 

Lesson Outline 
1. The backsliding and chastisement of 
'. Elimelech and his family (Ruth 
1:1-5) 
2. Naomi’s awakening (vs, 6, 7) 
3. The testing of Orpah and: Ruth (vs. 
) - 8-14) 
4. "s settled decision (vs, 15-18) 
5. The return to Bethlehem (vs. 19-22) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


to the Law, Ruth had no 
title, in herself, to a place in the con- 
@egation of the Lord, but as the widow 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
2. July 9.—Moses, Who Led His People 
to God. Exodus 4:28-31; 19 and 
20; 35; 40:17-38 
Next Week’s Lesson 
4. July 23.—Samuel, the Upright 
Judge. 1 Samuel 2:26; 3:1-10, 19- 
21; 7:3-6, 15, 16; 9 and 10; 12:1-5; 13:5-15 


i 








of an Israelite she could come in if a 
redeemer was found who cared enough 
for her to acknowledge her claim. This 
Boaz did, and so the stranger from Moab 
was adopted into the family of the Cove- 
nant. 

It is of interest to observe the work 
of grace in the life of Naomi. At first 
we see little evidence of real soul-exer- 
cise concerning all the failure of the 
past. Bereft of all life held dear, she 
decided to return to Bethlehem because 
word had reached her that conditions 
were improved there. Her attitude 
toward Orpah and Ruth was anything 
but helpful. But after the return to the 
Land we see her taking the lead in 
guiding Ruth to a place of rest and 
security in accordance with the Law of 
Moses. It is evident that in her old age 
she found great joy and comfort in the 
choice that Ruth had made. 


Summaries and Applications 


For Ruth there was nothing in Moab. 
It had been to her but a great grave- 
yard. Now, bereft of every human prop, 
she turned to the God of Israel for help, 
and cast in her lot with His poor, weak 
handmaiden Naomi. Her decision was 
the first step toward bringing her into 
the royal line from which the Messiah 
was to @ome. She seemed to be re- 
nouncing all that was worth while. She 














Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 

HAT light does the story of Ruth 

throw on the times of the judges? 

2. Which of the patriarchs acted sim- 
ilarly to Elimelech in times of famine? 

3. What curse lay upon Moab, and for 
what reason? 

4. What spiritual lesson may we learn 
from the fortunes of Elimelech’s house- 
hold in Moab? 

5. Do the later developments consti- 
tute a justification of Elimelech’s sons in 
marrying Moabitesses? 

6. What two types do Orpah and Ruth 
represent in the present-day religious 
world? 

7. What testimony does Ruth’s decision 
bear to Naomi? 

8. What justification can be offered for 
Boaz in marrying a Moabitess? 

9. How can Ruth’s entrance into the 
line of the Messiah be reconciled with 
the Mosaic curse on Moab? 

(Answers on page 574) 
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really had nothing to lose, but every- 
thing to gain. 

In this book we see the grace of God 
triumphing over human failure and dis- 
appointment. It was wrong for Mahlon 
to marry Ruth, but God overruled it to 
her salvation, though He took Mahlon 
away in judgment. 

It was the responsibility of.the de- 
ceased husband’s nearest male relative 
who was free to do so, to become the 
Kinsman-Redeemer and re-establish the 
name of the dead in Israel by the first 
son succeeding to the forfeited estate. 
This Boaz did for Mahlon. 

Did Naomi ever think of the possible 
fate of Orpah, when she looked back and 
realized that her words and example had 
persuaded Orpah to go back to her false 
gods? 

It is a solemn thing to be responsible 


‘for the actions of those who look to us 


for guidance and direction. Is our be- 
havior such as to encourage them to de- 
cision for Christ? 


Winona Lake, IND. 
we 


From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Eternal 
God, our Heavenly Father, under whose 
wings we have come to trust, we thank 
Thee that in Thy loving care we find 
safety and every good and perfect gift. 
Through Thy dear Son, forgive any 
mean or unkind thing that has marred 
our lives this past week, and cleanse us 
from ought that has defiled us in thought 
or in action. Let the weary and the 
tempted find rest and help from Thee, 
the sick and sad find healing and com- 
fort, and give strength to endure to all 
who suffer for the Gospel’s sake, till 
Thy deliverance comes. Guide our rulers 
and revive Thy Church. Bring men 
everywhere to see what they owe to 
Thee and how they need Thee, and may 
the Saviour’s reign in all the earth soon 
come. Make us responsive now to Thy 
Word, and receive our prayer for the 
Lord Jesus’ sake. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Paul once described 
some Christians he knew as living epis- 
tles, letters “known and read of men.” 
Naomi’s life must have been like that, 
a living letter that told a clear and win- 
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ning story of the true God. Because of 
what Ruth read of God and of God's peo- 
ple in the life of Naomi, Ruth decided 
to leave her heathen home, her heathen 
land, her heathen gods, and make Na- 
omi’s God her God, Naomi’s .people her 
people, Naomi’s home her home. Most 
Christians are won to the Lord in that 
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way. They see the Gospel lived out and 
told out through some strong and noble 
Christian life, and the message of that 
life wins them to Christ, 

Some of us here are like Naomi. We 
belong to the Lord and to His people. 
What sort of impression does our life 
make on those who do not belong to 
Him? Is God able to speak through our 
lives to draw others to Himself? 

You are writing each day a letter to men, 

Take care that the writing is true, 

*Tis the only Gospel that some men will 

read — 

That “Gospel according to you.” 

Others of us are like Ruth before her 
decision. We are not yet of the Lord’s 
people, but to us He is saying through 
some Christian friend or loved one, 
“Leave your idols and your idol-wor- 
shiping friends, and join yourself to Me 
and My people. Whosoever will may 
come.” So today, go to that person 
through whom God's call is coming to 
you, and with the firm decision of Ruth 
say, “Thy people shall be my people, 
and thy God my God.” 


Vancouver, B. C., Can, 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“And Naomi said, Go, return each to 
her mother’s house” (Ruth 1:8).—It is 
amazing what strange statements a back- 
slider will make! Naomi was a child 
of God. She knew the true and living 
God. She was aware that all other gods 
were idols. She was not ignorant of the 
fact that she was advising her daugh- 
ters-in-law to return to their idolatrous 
environment (v. 15). 

She had left Bethlehem-Judah because 
of a famine. (Bethlehem means “house 
of bread,” and Judah means “praise.”) 
She had spent ten years in Moab and 
had lost her husband and two sons. This 
disciplinary experience had embittered 
her (v. 20), and probably accounts for 
the strange advice she gave Orpah and 
Ruth when they started to accompany 
her to Bethlehem. 

Thank God for Naomi’s restoration and 
for Ruth’s conversion; but we never hear 
of Orpah again. One can only hope 
that Naomi and Ruth afterwards con- 
tacted Orpah, and by relating the story 
of God’s goodness, succeeded in getting 
her into Bethlehem, 

Naomi’s experiences in Moab should 
serve as a warning to us that-it is an 
“evil thing and bitter” to become a back- 
slider (Jer. 2:19). Even a backslider 
in heart shall be filled with his own 
ways (Prov. 14:14). 

All the while a Christian is away from 
the Lord is a loss of very precious time, 
if nothing more; but one must also give 
consideration to the evil influence over 
others which he is exercising while in 
that state. 

A Christian young man who had fallen 
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into the neglect of Bible reading, prayer, 
separation, and fellowship called on a 
watchmaker, who was a Christian, and 
asked him to repair his watch. ‘“What’s 
wrong with it?” he asked. “It has lost 
time lately,” said the young man. The 
watchmaker, knowing him, looked at him 
with a steady and significant look, and 
feelingly asked, “And haven’t you been 
losing time lately?” The words were 
the means used of the Spirit to cause 
him to confess and forsake his back- 
sliding. 


“And Ruth said, Intreat me not to 
leave thee” (v. 16).—What a pity that 
Ruth had to plead with Naomi not to 
send her back to Moab! The usual pro- 
cedure would have been for Naomi to 
plead with Ruth to accompany her. 

I have heard of unsaved persons re- 
buking their relatives and friends for 
not earnestly pleading with them to be- 
come Christians. 

Imagine the satisfaction of the father 
who, when his son was dying, heard him 
say, “Don’t cry, Father, directly I get 
to Heaven I shall go straight to Jesus 
and tell Him that ever since I can re- 
member you have tried to lead me to 
Him !” 
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“Thy people shall be my people, and 
thy God my God” (v. 16).—Ruth had 
weighed matters over. She knew what 
she wanted to do, and did it! Her 
choice was intelligent, deliberate, and 
final. Said William Jennings Bryan, 
“We cannot hope to contribute to litera- 
ture a sentence so exquisite and so 
thrilling as that into which Ruth poured 
the full measure of a noble heart, but 
we can imitate her in devotion.” 

Who has not heard of Caesar standing 
on the banks of the Rubicon, a little 
stream dividing Italy from Gaul, and 
deliberating as to whether he should or 
should not cross it? He knew that, as 
pro-consul of Gaul, he could not cross 
that river without declaring war with 
the Roman Senate. At length he uttered 
aloud the cry, “The die is cast!” and, 
throwing himself into the stream, he 
passed over, followed by his army. 


“All the city.was moved about them” 
(v, 19).—Bethlehem was deeply stirred 
at the sight af Naomi, after a decade of 
absence, returning not with her husband, 
not with her sons, but with a woman of 
Moab! We have it on the authority of 
the Lord Jesus that Heaven is moved at 
our coming. There is joy in Heaven 
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kesson for July 16 
over one sinner that repenteth (Luke 
15:7). 

While we were entertaining aeChris- 
tian businessman and his wife from 
Greece, they translated a letter telling 
of the conversion of a Gypsy woman in 
that country. As the thrilling details 
were being read to us, we rejoiced and 
could not refrain from exclaiming, 
“Praise the Lord!” Said the guest, “If 
we can rejoice like this over the salva- 
tion of a stranger 8,000 miles away, how 
much greater must be the joy in the 
presence of the angels of God over this 
sinner that has repented !” 

“I went out full, and the Lord hath 
brought me home again empty.” It is 
my thought that had someone spoken 
to Naomi the day she was leaving Beth- 
lehem and said, “What wealth is yours 
in having a God-fearing husband, and 
two such sons!” she would have been 
answered as follows, “Don’t you know 
there is a famine in the land—I have 
nothing, I am leaving for Moab, the land 
of plenty.” It took ten years of disci- 
pline to make her realize that with a 
husband, two sons, the knowledge of 
God, and fellowship with His people she 
was really “full.” She now possessed 
a proper sense of values. 

It is so easy for’a backslider in heart 
to underestimate all that the Lord is, 
as well as what He has done, and to 
overestimate what he is going to receive 
by having his own way. 

All Christians should realize their 
wealth, as did a preacher of whom I 
read recently. He told the tax collector 
he was a rich man. When asked, “What 
do you own?” he answered: “I am the 
possessor of a Saviour who: earned for 
me everlasting life, and who has pre- 
pared for me a mansion in Heaven. I 
have a brave, pious wife, and Solomon 
said, ‘Who can find a virtuous woman? 
for her price is far above rubies.’ I 
have healthy and obedient children — 
and a merry heart which enables me to 
pass through life joyfully.” 

“You are indeed rich,” said the col- 
lector, “and your wealth is not subject 
to taxation !” 


Wawona, Catir, 
we 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, this is a girl story, but 
it has a heroic challenge for all of 


Us, and shows what is required if we 


would reach a high goal. The story of 
Ruth is called “a gem, set between the 
@tmine of the Judges and the purple of 
the Kings,” because of its location in 
the Bible, and doubtless also because 
‘Of its radiance and beauty in a dark 
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One morning, on the plains of Moab, 

ih made a momentous decision. It 
Was not an easy one. It was very diffi- 

: ult, It was very much like Abram cut- 
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ting the ties which bound him to his 
native land, “burning the bridges be- 
hind him,” so to speak, and setting out 
for a destination of which he knew ab- 
solutely nothing. In Abram’s case, he 
had the clear call of God to “get thee 
out of thy country, and from thy kin- 
dred, and from thy father’s house, ursto 
a land that I will shew thee” (Gen, 12: 
1). In Ruth’s case, she had only the 
word of Naomi concerning a land from 
which she (Naomi) had fled; but we 
cannot doubt that the Holy Spirit must 
have said something in Ruth’s heart 
which moved her strongly. 

At any rate, on that occasion, Ruth 
decided, and was steadfast in her de- 
cision. It meant that she was giving up 
her childhood home in her native land, 
giving up her kindred and all of what 
might have been her plans for life, to 
go into a new and strange country where 
she would be regarded as an alien; it 
meant giving up those revelries on 
Mount Peor with their sinful pleasures 
in a form of worship; it meant the pos- 
sibility of being in a foreign land with- 
out a friend, as Naomi was an old woman 
and could not live very long. 

But she decided to go to Bethlehem 
with her mother-in-law, both of them 
widows without any visible means of 
support. And all for what? Well, I am 
sure that there comes to all of us at 
times a definite dissatisfaction with our 
state of heart; the spirit in us keeps 
saying, “You are not getting the best out 
of life; there’s something better — some- 
thing fine—you are missing!” And 
when that feeling comes over us there 
is but one thing to do first—talk to 
God about it. Just lay the whole matter 
out before Him and ask Him what to 
do next. It will doubtless mean the 
cutting out of a lot of things on which 
you have depended for satisfaction or 
pleasure, and that will not be easy to do. 

But here is one grand fact to start 
with: the Spirit will not direct you to 
do anything but that which He also gives 
you the strength to do. Nor will He fail 
to make it clear to you, if you are will- 
ing to let Him guide. No need ever to 
be in doubt about God’s will for your 
life. “If any one is willing to do His 
will, he shall know about the teaching 

.” (John 17:17, Weymouth). The 
trouble here is we are not willing to 
“let go, and let God.” We are afraid 
He will point to something we won't 
want to do, or won’t want to give up; 
in fact, we have a pretty definite idea 
of what that thing is, and we are just 
not willing to make the sacrifice. 

Ruth cut clean. She gave up every- 
thing, and trusted. “Whither thou goest, 
I will go; . . . thy people shall be my 
people, and thy God my God.” And 
Boaz said to her, “Thou hast left thy 
father and thy mother, and the land of 
thy nativity, and art come unto a peo- 
ple which thou knewest not heretofore. 
The Lord recompense thy work, and a 
full reward be given thee of the Lord 
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God of Israel, under whose wings thou 
art come to trust.” And how wonder- 
fully God did reward her! Boaz became 
her husband, and she became the grand- 
mother of David who was in the ances- 
tral line of Jesus Christ the promised 
Messiah. The mother of kings of earth 
and of the Saviour of the world! One 
day, what a decision — just trusting God 
for the outcome; another day, what a re- 
ward ! 

Jesus on one occasion said: “Verily 
I say unto you, There is no man that 
hath left house, or brethren, or sisters, 
or father, or mother, or wife, or chil- 
dren, or lands, for my sake, and the 
gospel’s, but he shall receive an hun- 
dredfold now in this time . . . and in 
the world to come eternal life” (Mark 
10:29, 30). 

Fellows, it’s wonderful; but it means 
first of all full surrender—of every- 
thing! 

Fontana Dam, N. C, 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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At study and 
at work, the 
BRYAN student 
body is un- 
usually friend- 
ly, serious and 
earnest. 


W ITH the passing years, it is be- 

comin increasingly apparent that 
BRYAN’S Christ-centered principles do build 
strong and successful lives. For graduates and for- 
mer students are already achieving success in many 
life vocations the world around. Many are in the 
Christian ministry, and in various other youth and 
religious movements. A number are serving as home 
missionaries; and many others are in India, Africa, 
China, Central and South America and Europe on 
the foreign field. Still others occupy positions of 
responsibility and trust with the Government, in 
teaching, and in the business world. 


BRYAN offers a thorough 4-year liberal 
arts curriculum leading to the usual baccalaureate 
degrees. Recognized for Veteran training. Modest 
expenses, with many self-help opportunities. 


Write at once for your copy of ‘‘The 
Duel,"’ a thrilling account of the 
famous antievolution trial, to Office 
of the President, Box T. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


UR lesson today is about a girl who 

was probably not many years older 
than some of you in this room. Ruth 
was not born into a Christian home as 
some of you. were, but when she did 
come to know the true God she was 
faithful to Him. And because Ruth was 
faithful she received a very great honor. 
She was privileged to be one of the an- 
cestors of the Lord Jesus! The geneal- 
ogies of Christ found in Matthew 1 and 
Luke 3 show that He came through the 
line of Ruth and her husband Boaz, 

The Book of Ruth contains just four 
chapters. They have been named: (1) 
Ruth Choosing, (2) Ruth Working, (3) 
Ruth Resting, (4) Ruth Rewarded. 

Although Ruth was born into a 
heathen home in the idolatrous coun- 
try of Moab, yet she married a young 
Israelite named Mahlon. His family had 
moved to Moab during a time of famine 
in the land of Israel, and both he and 
his brother married Moabite girls. One 
by one he and his brother and his father 
all died, leaving Ruth a young widow 
with her widowed sister-in-law and 
widowed mother-in-law. What were 
these three lonely widows to do? Ruth 
1:8 is one of the nicest statements I ever 
read made by a mother-in-law, and 
shows that they loved each other. Read 
it. Both girls must have been lovable, 
and certainly Naomi was also. Naomi 
decided to go back to the land of Israel. 
She felt her life was nearly spent, and 
she wished to end her days back in the 
Lord’s land, among other Israelites. Ruth 
and Orpah both hated to part from Na- 
omi, but she urged them to stay in the 
land of Moab. She realized that they 
still had their lives to live, and she did 
not have money enough to support them 
in the land of Israel anyway. She knew 
they would be much more apt to marry 
again in Moab than if they went to the 
land of Israel, where they would be 
regarded as foreigners. Naomi was un- 
selfish in urging her daughters-in-law 
to remain in Moab, but the sad thing 
is that she was more concerned about 
their temporal welfare than their spir- 
itual welfare. 

Read Ruth 1:14 and see how Ruth 
and Orpah felt when Naomi said that 
they must part. The last five words of 
this verse are significant — “But. Ruth 
clave unto her.” This shows her faith- 
ful spirit. She was not easily turned 
from her purpose. She loved Naomi 
and was not going to desert her for 
selfish reasons. She was a true friend 
as well as a daughter-in-law. Preverbs 
17:17 says, “A friend loveth at all times, 
and a brother is born for adversity.”. 

Now read Ruth 1:15 and picture your- 
self in Ruth’s place. Here she stands 
on the border between Moab and Israel, 
Her relatives, and all the things with 
which she is familiar, are in Moab. - She 
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is still young and beautiful. She can 
go back to her old life in Moab, and 
will most likely marry again and more 
or less forget the sorrow of her youth. 
Israel is an unknown country. Naomi is 
not able to support her. She is unlikely 
to marry in a foreign land. Travel is 
difficult and dangerous. If she does not 
like it in Israel, she will have to stay 
there anyway. And she must find work 
there to support Naomi as well as her- 
self. 

Read verses 16 and 17, and see Ruth’s 
great choice. She chose to go to the land 
of Israel for love, love for Naomi (prob- 
ably the only living person she knew 
who loved the true God), and also love 
for Naomi’s God. Ruth 4:15 says that 
Ruth loved her mother-in-law and was 
better to her than seven sons. Here in 
verse 16 Ruth says, “Thy God [shall be] 
my God,” and in Ruth 2:12 it speaks of 
God as the one under whose wings Ruth 
had come to trust. 

Now notice Ruth 1:18. Ruth was 
“stedfastly minded” to go with Naomi. 
A girl who is steadfastly minded to do 
the right thing is going to be faithful. 
In Acts 11:23 we read that Barnabas ex- 
horted the young Christians of Antioch 
to cleave to the Lord with “purpose of 


heart.” A girl who does that is bound 
to be faithful. Now read verses 19 to 
22-of Ruth 1. And so Ruth went to 


Bethlehem with Naomi. She had no 
idea how famous Bethlehem was to be- 
come nor that she would have a part 
in it. 

Ruth 2 tells about the work Ruth 
found to do. Read the first four verses. 
What kind of man was Boaz? Read his 
question about Ruth in verse 5. Read 
the servant’s answer in verses 6 and 7. 
Here is another indication of Ruth’s 
faithfulness: she came to work and con- 
tinued. 

Read verse 10 and see what Ruth said 
when Boaz spoke kindly to her. Now 
read the next two verses. Boaz knew 
of Ruth’s choice, and prayed that she 
might receive a full reward. She did. 

Verse 17 tells how long Ruth worked 
that day. She certainly was industri- 
ous. The last verse of chapter 2 tells 
how much of the season Ruth worked. 
(Till the end. She continued until the 
work was done.) 

Read verses 10 and 11 of chapter 3. 
Here we learn that Ruth was not a flirt 
and that she had a good reputation. 

The last’ chapter of Ruth tells of her 
marriage to the godly and wealthy Boaz. 
Because of her choice to come and trust 
in the God of Israel instead of going 
back to the idols of her father’s house, 
she was’ wonderfully rewarded. She 
could not have found so nice a man in 
all the land of Moab, for Boaz was a 
man of God. His kindness to his serv- 
ants and to Naomi as well as to Ruth 
show what a lovable man he was. 

The son of Ruth and Boaz became the 
grandfather of David the king. And the 
field-of Boaz is said to have been right 
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Lesson for July 16 


next to the field where the angels told 
the shepherds of the coming of the Sav- 
jour, more than a thousand years later. 
When Ruth came to Bethlehem, moved 
by her love for Naomi and Naomi’s God, 
she little knew that she was to found 
the Bethlehem family which will ,reign 
forever and ever. Her faithfulness was 
rewarded not only in her lifetime but to 
all her descendants. 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
Ruth Stands By Naomi (Ruth 1:22 te 2:7) 


your mother need you to help 
her do something this morning? 
Maybe it was the dishes, or to get some- 
thing she needed for the baby. Did you 
do it cheerfully or grumblingly? (Pic- 
tures of children helping with various 
tasks, pictures which you will later use 
for the scrapbook, may be shown, and 
pupils will tell which ones are like 
things they have to do.) Do you love 
your mother and daddy? Do you, or do 
you just say you do? Real love does 
things to help the one who is loved. 
The Bible says, “By love serve one an- 
other” (Gal. 5:13, Memory Verse), That 
is one of the five-finger verses —a word 
to each finger. And it is mostly the 
fingers that do the helping, isn’t it? 
Of course, the feet help, too. But dry- 
ing dishes, playing with Baby, mowing 
the lawn, pulling weeds need fingers. 

Iam going to tell you what one Bible 
daughter did with her fingers — and her 
back, and feet, too. She and her mother 
were very poor, very poor. They had 
just traveled a long way from another 
country and did not have food or money. 
The mother was very sad; her husband 
and two sons were both dead. There 
was no one to help her—no one but 
Ruth. But such a helper as Ruth turned 
out to be! It was just grain-cutting 
time, and the reapers were in the fields 
cutting and tying up bunches of grain. 
Poor people could go along behind and 
pick up straws of grain which were 
dropped by the workers. It was hard, 
back-breaking work — stoop, stoop, stoop 
~like picking strawberries or pulling 
weeds; and one did not get much, just 
alittle at a time. But it was better than 
nothing. Did Ruth sit around reading 
a book or playing while Mother worked? 
No, Mother was old, discouraged, tired 
from the trip. It was Ruth, young and 
strong, who took a basket and went to 
the grainfields. She stooped and picked 
up a straw, walked on, stooped again, 
two straws this time; walk; stoop, pick 
‘Up, Over and over all the morning in 
the hot sun. 

But loving, faithful work always has 
its reward— sometimes quickly, some- 
times after a long while. The man who 
Owned the field of grain noticed Ruth. 
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He had heard how good she was to her 
mother. The reapers told how hard she 
had worked. The owner gave her lunch 
and water to drink. Then he told the 
reapers to drop whole handfuls of grain 
on purpose for her to gather up. By 
evening she had a good lot. Then she 
had to beat the straws to get the ker- 
nels out, and home she went with the 
good grain, which would be made into 
flour for bread. She had even saved 
some of her lunch for her mother. 

Some of you country boys and girls 
know how Ruth felt after her day’s work. 
You have picked beans or strawberries 
for hours, till your back almost broke. 
Probably you did it for money. Would 
you do it for love, just to help your 
family? Ruth did. “By love serve one 
another.” 

Perhaps you know another story about 
Ruth and her love for Mother Naomi 
and her love for God. (Picture showing 
Ruth, Naomi, and Orpah may be used.) 
Perhaps you know how the story came 
out about Ruth and the owner of the 
grainfield, 

What about our scrapbooks this time? 
(If pictures of Naomi and Ruth are 
available, Ruth 1:16 may be copied. Or 
the story from the quarterly may be 
pasted in with whatever picture is given. 
The opposite page will use pictures of 
children at work and the Memory 
Verse.) 

God’s Word has something to help us 
no matter what we are doing. Can you 
think of a Memory Verse for us when 
we are traveling (Gen. 28:15); when we 
are at church (1 Chron. 16:25); when 
we have to work to help our family 
(Gal. 5:13)? Let us thank Him for our 
families and ask His grace to do our 
home tasks cheerfully and faithfully. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


OR today’s lesson there is a beauti- 

ful picture of Ruth, Naomi, and Or- 
pah that would be very good in the 
picture frame. 

Ruth was a heathen girl, who married 
a Jewish young man. His family had 
come to Moab to escape the famine in 
Israel. After a while Ruth’s husband 
died, and also his brother and father 
died. So there were three widows left 
together, for the brother had also mar- 
ried a girl of Moab, Orpah. 

Naomi decided to go back to Bethle- 
hem, her home, and the girls both said 
they would go with her. She tried to 
get them to stay in Moab with their own 
people, and finally Orpah told Naomi 
good-by, ‘with tears, and went to her 
own family. But Ruth would not leave 
Naomi. It seems strange to us that 
Naomi would try so hard to get them to 
stay in Moab and worship their heathen 
gods, but the Word says that Orpah went 
back to her people and her. gods. 
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July 1st to Labor Day 


WRITE TODAY FOR 
“GUIDE TO A GREAT VACATION” 


Muskoka Bible Conference 


ALBERT HUGHES, President 
1307 Bloor Street, W. Toronto, Canada 
Also “The Christian Camp” for 

Boys and Girls 





BIBLE STUDY BLESSING 


Brooks Bible Work Books 


Open up the hidden wonders of the Word. . . . 
Bring rich blessings to both Christians and the 
unsaved. 


This enticing, practical Bible study system, 
devised by Dr. Keith L. Brooks, is guiding 
thousands into richer spiritual experience. 


Blank spaces for answers obtained from given 
Bible references to leading questions. Faeal 
for group or individual study. Get started 
NOW... . Teach others. Order samples today 


at rates below. Special class rates on request. 


5 “Beginner” Courses 








Young Believers’ Bible Work - : ° - Be 
Heart of John’s Gospel- - - - = «= Be 
Junior Bible Work teks frre - « (%e 
Christian Character “Sa We ST eee 
Biblical Principles of Prayer- - - + «+ Be 
7 “" 
20 “Solid Meat” Co 
New Testament Chapter Analysis Work - - 650c 
Gospelof Matthew - - - += «+ « 
Gospel of Mark - - - «© » SOs 
GospelofLuke - - - - + «+ «=  65¢ 
l of John “The Son of God” - «+ «= @0c 
of Acts ° Sd : ° - - . 65c 
X-Ray of Romans : ._ ¢ & =< 2 ee 
First Corinthians - - - -+- + « « € 
Galatians and Philippians(one) - + + + 50c 
i ians (one) - «© 6 
First and S d Th loni oe ee 
Hebrews . . . . ° > . 50c 
First and Second Peter a oferta el 
First J aa ee oe ie 
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We have the beautiful words of Ruth: 
“Intreat me not to leave thee, or to 
return from following after thee: for 
whither thou goest, I will go; and where 
thou lodgest, I will lodge: thy people 
shall be my people, and thy God my 
God: where thou diest, I will die, and 
there will I be buried: the Lord do so 
to me, and more also, if ought but death 
part thee and me.” 

Then Naomi stopped urging her to go 
back, and they two went on to Bethle- 
hem. They were poor, and Naomi had 
nobody but Ruth to work for her, so 
Ruth went out into the field where the 
men were cutting the grain, and fol- 
lowed after the reapers and gathered 
what they had missed. There was a law 
in Israel that the fence rows and hedges 
should not be reaped, but left for the 
poor. Boaz, the man who owned the 
field where Ruth reaped, said to his 
reapers, “Let her glean even among the 
sheaves, and reproach her not: and let 
fall also some of the handfuls of purpose 
for her, and leave them, that she may 
glean them, and rebuke her not.” 

Do you know what had happened? 
Boaz had fallen in love with Ruth. He 
had heard how good she was to Naomi, 
and she was beautiful and sweet, and as 
he had watched her working day after 





NOT A WORRY IN THE WORLD 


GOMEONE has truly said: “I 

you trust, you do not worry: and 
if you worry, you do not trust.” Cer- 
tainly those who have entrusted their 
funds to the A.S.S.U. in an Assured 
Income Agreement have no further 
reason for financial worries. These 
agreements are fire-, theft-, fluctuation- 
and depression-proof. They impart to 
the annuitant a life-long sense of per- 
sonal security, with the added satisfac- 
tion that his funds are already invested 
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day, he had begun to love her, and the 
end of this wonderful love story was 
that Boaz married the Moabitish girl, 
and she became the great grandmother 
of David, the greatest king of Israel, and 
so she was one of the women in the line 
of the Lord Jesus Christ. What an 
honor for a heathen girl! 

In this day when we hear so much 
about mothers-in-law quarreling with 
their daughters-in-law, it is so beauti- 
ful to have this story of unbounded love 
between a mother-in-law and a daugh- 
ter-in-law. There is no more reason for 
them to quarrel than for any other two 
members of a family to quarrel. What 
makes a quarrel, anyway? Two people 
who want their own way, isn’t it? One 
person can’t quarrel alone. It takes two 
to make a quarrel, every time. So if 
you have trouble with somebody, just 
remember that it cannot be a quarrel] if 
you won’t quarrel. 

Once, long ago, an American woman 
took a little Chinese girl to live with 
her. The child had been sold by her 
parents. She was as cute as she could 
be, and when she went to school all 
the children liked her. She called Mrs. 
Jones “Mother,” and Mrs. Jones always 
spoke of her as “my little daughter,” 
though I think perhaps she was not 
legally adopted. Laws in regard to adop- 
tions were not as strict then as they 
are now. There were several Jones chil- 
dren, all older than “June,” the Chi- 
nese girl. Years went on, and she went 
forward in school; she went to Sunday 
school and church. She accepted Christ 
and united with the church, and was 
a fine Christian girl. We had all for- 
gotten that she was not American, and 
I think the Jones family had, too. 

She graduated from high school and 
went to college. The Jones children 
were all married and gone away from 
home. While she was in college, Mrs, 
Jones was taken very sick, and June 
came home to care for her. College was 
given up, and as tenderly and lovingly 
as if she were her own blovod-mother, she 
cared.for the sick woman for years. 

When anybody sympathized with her 
for having to give up college, she would 
say, “I have given up nothing. I love 
Mother. I do all things for her for love, 
for she first loved me. All I am I owe 
to her. I can only love her; I cannot 
pay her.” 

Doesn’t that make you think of Ruth? 
Perhaps Naomi had loved her and done 
for her so much that she loved her. All 
she could repay her was love. And then 
it makes me think of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. We love Him because He first 
loved us. He loved us enough to die 
for us, and the only pay we can give 
Him —and it isn’t pay —is to love Him 
with all our hearts, and to obey Him. 
We can tell others how much He loves 
them, and see if we can win them to 
believe in Him, and love Him, too. Will 
you do that? 

FetTon, CALIF. 
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Lesson for July 16 
The Illustration Round Table 


Leaflets giving.a list of the lessons for 1950 and 
explaining the conditions upon which illus- 
trations are accepted may be had from the 
Times for 15 cents a copy. $1 is paid for each 
illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
Illustrations must reach the Times three 
months in advance of the lesson, and should 
not be a from earlier “Illustration Round 
Tables. erence is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Readers are asked 
to limit the total submitted on each lesson to 
four illustrations. 

They Could Not Bear To Go.—Intreat 
me not to leave thee (Ruth 1:16, Golden 
Text). Many who sing the old hymn, 
“Blest be the tie that binds,” do not 
know its history. It was written by the 
Rev. John Fawcett, who in the eight- 
eenth century was the pastor of a poor 
little church in Yorkshire. In 1773 he 
felt obliged to accept a call to a London 
church. His farewell sermor had been 
preached, six wagons loaded with furni- 
ture and books stood by the door. His 
congregation — men, women, and chil- 
dren — were in an agony of tears. Look- 
ing up, Mrs. Fawcett said: “Oh, John, I 
cannot bear this! I know not where 
to go!” “Nor do I,” said he, “nor will 
we go! Unload the wagons, and put 
everything back.” His letter of accept- 
ance was recalled, and he: wrote this 
hymn to commemorate the episode.— 
From the Sunday Companion. Sent by 
Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 

The Only Way To Remove the Spot. 
—Ruth said, ... . thy people shall be 
my people, and thy God my God (Ruth 
1:16, Golden Text). During the first 
World’s Fair, held in Chicago over fifty 
years ago, there was an exhibit or ex- 
position called “The Parliament of Re- 
ligions.” Dr. Joseph Cook represented 
the Christian religion. One by one the 
representatives of the various world re- 
ligions spoke in behalf of their tenets. 
Dr. Cook was the last to speak. He 
turned to English literature for his ex- 
ample, and told them the story of Lady 
Macbeth. In conclusion he asked, “Gen- 
tlemen, does your religion have any- 
thing that will remove the spot of blood 
from Lady Macbeth’s hand?” One by 
one the various mén shook their heads. 
Theirs was a negative religion, not posi- 
tive like Christianity. “Gentlemen,” 
said Dr. Cook, “the religion of Christ 
has. “The blood of Jesus Christ : .. 
cleanseth us from all sin.’” (1 John 1:7). 
When he had finished the Bible verse, 
the great trained choir from Moody’s 
church rose from the balcony and sang 
the “Hallelujah Chorus” from Handel’s 
oratorio, “The Messiah.” 

And He shall reign forever ... 
King of kings, Lord of lords, 
Hallelujah ! Hallelujah ! 

And when the last hallelujah’ had been 
finished, Dr. Cook raised his head. All 
the representatives of the various other 
teligions had filed out in the face of a 
Teligion like that—From the Interme- 
diate Leader. Sent by Mrs. S. J. Beeker, 

, Tenn. 

In the Midst of the Storm—The Lord 

el kindly with you, as ye have dealt 
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with the dead, and with me (Ruth 1:8). 
It was our privilege to spend a number 
of years in the mission fields of Korea 
and Japan, but the ciimate and over- 
strain of heavy work caused my hus- 
band’s health to fail, and we were com- 
pelled to return to the homeland, where 
for six years a battle was waged be- 
tween life and death. Satan tempted us 
to faint under the pressure, but each 
time when the testings had reached their 
utmost limit, God would illumine some 
old and familiar text or a helpful book 
or tract which would providentially 
come into our hands and which con- 
tained just the message we needed at 
the moment. One day while we were 
walking along the seashore, wondering 
almost if God had forgotten to be gra- 
cious, a little leaflet lay at our feet. We 
picked it up and read, “God smiles on 
His child in the eye of the storm,” and 
we caught anew a glimpse of His loving 
face, and have been held in His strong, 
loving arms these trying years till we 
have learned to love our “desert” be- 
cause of His wonderful presence with 
us.—From “Streams in the Desert,” by 
Mrs. Cowman. Sent by Howard G. Wil- 
cox, Kearney, Nebr. Prize illustration, 


Learning in the Dark.—And Orpah 
kissed her mother in law; but Ruth clave 
unto her (Ruth 1:14). We have read 
that during World War I, when it was 
no longer possible to import those beau- 
tiful singing canaries from the Harz 
Mountains, Germany, a dealer in New 
York decided to start a system of train- 
ing canaries to sing. He had bird songs 
put on records; and these proved of 
value. But one day he made a real 
discovery which meant success. He 
found that if he covered the cages with 
thick cloths, completely shutting out the 
light, the birds learned their song. The 
song of the Christian originates in the 
heart, and many a Christian has learned 
that God sometimes teaches His chil- 
dren to sing in, and because of, dark- 
ness. Verily, “He giveth songs in the 
night.”—From the Moody Monthly. Sent 
by Albert Mygatt, David City, Nebr. 


Faithful in Adversity.—She was sted- 
fastly minded to go with her (Ruth 1:18). 
Adversity. is the wind or the fan which 
separates the chaff of flattery from the 
grain of solid friendship. The Shadow 
once said to the Body: “Who is a friend 
like me? I follow you wherever you 
go. In sunlight or in moonlight I never 
forsake you.” “True,” answered the 
Body, “you go with me in sunlight and 
moonlight. But where are you when 
neither sun nor moon shines upon me?” 
The true friend is one who is faithful 
in adversity and who abides with us 
in. thes darkness of the night—From 
“May I: Introduce My Friend?” by the 
Rev. Clarence E. Macartney, D.D. Sent 
by Grace Robinson, Topeka, Kans, 


One Reason for Pain.—The Almighty 


hath dealt very bitterly with me (Ruth 
1:20). A baby girl, Beverly Smith, born 
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Thousands of people today have a secret 
yearning to write. But these would-be writers 
divide themselves into two classes—those 
who do something about it and those who 
just go on dreaming. ° 

Christian Writers Institute serves the “doers.” 
Hundreds of students who were. formerly in 
the “dreamers” section are now. receiving 
regular checks from pleased-editors; plus the 
thrill of a new means of Christian service. 
You can become one of these trained Chris- 
tian writers through CWI's easy home-study 
courses. Write for FREE sample : lesson 
today. No obligation to you. 


Write Dept. SS-70 
CHRISTIAN WRITERS INSTITUTE 
434 South Wabash, Chicago 5, Illinois 
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nomic chaos, what a comfort to know 
a NEW YORK BIBLE SOCIETY 
ANNUITY AGREEMENT: can 
assure you of a steady, life-long in- 
come. Here is indeed a welcome 
bridge to financial security—a check 
mailed to you promptly each month 
for life. 

Not only is your freedom from in- 
vestment worries assured but. you 
have the aiden satisfaction of know- 
ing a part of your money is active 
engaged in furthering the pieces 
the Lord. Your investment acts as'a 
vite between oe and the NEW 
YORK BIBLE SOCIETY agents who 
minister to the in the greatest 
city in the world.! Since 1809, the 
Society. has distributed over. 30,- 
000,000 Scriptures to immigrants, 
inmates of- institutions, and or 
needy groups in New York: City. 
Here is a ministry: worthy of :your 
support. Send for our beautiful. free 
annuity booklet today. etke” 


REV. D. J. FANT, GENERAL SECRETARY 


NEW YORK BIBLE SOCIETY 
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while maintaining its two 
Homes in China, is expanding 
its ministry to Lebanon, There 
homeless Mohammedan boys find 
Christ, even as more than 
2000 children have been cared 
for and won through the 
Homes in China. Truly 
a modern day miracle! 
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in Akron, Ohio, about two years ago, 
almost never cried. She never cried 
when she fell down, she never cried 
when she bumped her head. She didn’t 
even cry when she burned her hand on 
a hot stove. She cries only when she 
is hungry or angry. The doctors who 
examined her soon discovered that she 
had a rare condition, probably due to a 
defect in the central nervous system, and 
for which no cure is known. She can- 
not feel pain. The mother took the baby 
home with a great deal of accompanying 
advice from doctors. She must watch 
Beverly constantly: the baby might 
break a bone and continue using it until 
it could not be set properly; she might 
develop appendicitis without nature’s 
usual warning of pain. Spanking her 
to make her more careful about hot 
stoves and knives would do no good; 
she wouldn’t feel it. A life without 
pain will be a perpetually dangerous 
life for Beverly. The spiritual applica- 
tion is simple. The Lord sends troubles 
into our lives for a purpose. They are 
to make us examine our walk. God 
sometimes has to put us on our back 
in order that we may learn to look up. 
If we accept the warnings of the little 
chastisements we will be kept from the 
bigger hurts, just as the warnings given 
us by our nervous systems keep us away 
from fires and other greater hurts. To 
give another illustration from the strange 
malady of Beverly Smith, let every 
Christian examine himself to see 
whether he has become insensible to 
the presence of sin. If you have come 
to the place in life where your con- 
science does not cry out with a loud 
alarm at the presence of sin, then you 
are in a place of great spiritual danger. 
A life sensitive to sin is a life of safety 
and usefulness—From Emergency Post 


(Eng.). Sent by Martin M. Hyzer, 
Andes, N. Y. 
Best Under God’s Plan—The Lord 


hath brought me home again empty 
(Ruth 1:21). A little girl sat playing 
with her blocks; gazing out of the win- 
dow a young woman sat, her heart heavy 
with grief. In her agony she cried out, 
“O God, I cannot bear it! O God, help 
me!” Just then the child called, “Auntie, 
come and play with me.” The lady 
shook her head, but as the child per- 
sisted she yielded. “Now, Auntie, see if 
you can make a word with these seven 
blocks—D, E, N, A, L, P, N. She 
tried, but without success. Her heart 
was not in the game. At last the child 
placed them so they formed the word 
“Planned.” Like a flash, the young 
woman found the key to her problem. 
God had a plan for her life, and some 
day she would see that the best work 
of her life was done in the days that 
were so dark.—From the Toronto Globe, 
Sent by M. H. James, Toronto, Can, 
we 

Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents. 
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This Week’s Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 567) 

1. In the midst of much lawlessness 
and corruption there was still godliness 
of a high order. 

2. Abraham and Isaac (Gen, 12:10; 26: 
1). 

3. See Deuteronomy 23:3-6, 

4. It is never profitable to run to the 
world for shelter from God's disciplines, 

5. No more than Joseph’s promotion in 
Egypt justifies his brothers’ treachery 
(Gen. 50:20). 

6. Orpah represents the sentimental, 
professing Christian who gives lip serv- 
ice; Ruth represents the true Christian 
who leaves all to follow Christ. 

7. Even in heathen surroundings Na- 
omi lived before her daughters-in-law 
such a godly life that Ruth was willing 
to leave all to serve Naomi’s God. 

8. She could no longer be regarded as 
a Moabitess since she had given her 
heart to the God of Israel (Ruth 2:12). 

9. Sovereign grace. See Ephesians 3: 
6 and Colossians 3:11. 

WHEATON, ILL, 
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Children at Home 


Betty's Bicycle 
A story of children known to the writer 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


OBBY and Betty lived out in the 

country, and had long distances to 
walk. Bobby wanted a bicycle more 
than anything in the world, and Betty 
wanted a bicycle just as much as he 
did. Mother said, “We cannot afford to 
buy bicycles for you children, but per- 
haps you will be able to earn enough 
money to buy them yourselves.” 

So Bobby and Betty were very anxious 
to earn money that summer. A neigh- 
bor hired them to pick her strawberries 
for her. Her patch was hard to pick 
because it was somewhat overgrown 
with weeds and did not have very many 
berries in it. But Mother said they 
were too young to’go to the distant fields 
where picking was good. 

Every day Bobby and Betty went to 
the neighbor’s and picked as many ber- 
ries as they could find. No matter how 
hot it was they never stopped. They 
reminded each other of how they would 
soon go flying down the country roads 
on their bicycles instead of trudging 
along, as they had had to do all their 
lives. Bobby was two years older than 
Betty, so he was able to pick faster and 
earn more money. 

At the end of the season Betty had 
earned ten dollars and Bobby fourteen. 
They knew that this was not enough to 
buy new bicycles, but their mother said 
that the next time she went to town she 
would take them to the secondhand store 
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ered to see if there were any bicycles there. 
Every Sunday Bobby and Betty went 
toa little country Sunday school, where 





ssness they learned lessons from God’s Word. 
liness Betty had asked the Lord Jesus to be 

her Saviour, and she really wanted to 
0; 26: please Him. At Sunday school the chil- 


dren learned th&t the Israelites had to 
give one- -tenth of all that they earned 
pack to God. The superintendent said: 


0 the “God has done more for those of us 
lines, who are saved than He ever did for the 
ion in Israelites. Surely we should not give 
chery Him less than they did.” So whenever 

Betty had a dime she always took at least 
ental, apenny to Sunday school. Sometimes 


serv- she took five cents or even the whole 
istian dime because she wanted to show the 


Lord that she really did love Him. MA oe} 
: The Sunday after Betty received the . [4 it 
ten dollars, she took one of the dollars WING oa 





n-] 
illing to Sunday school. When Bobby saw 
Betty put a dollar bill into her Bible V2 
he said, “Whatever is that for?” 


led as Betty said, “I am going to put it into 


| ESIDES helping to provide 














#. the offering today.” tuition-free training for 
: Bobby said: “Are you crazy? You sos : . : toi 
an © diy aren't going to give a whole dol- future missionaries like Esther K., who will soon join the 
lar. They don’t expect dollars from more than 2,000 former Moody students now on the foreign 
ba te saci eral i field, your annuity gifts bring you a genetous and unchang- 
iis. 1 cannot give the Lord less ing financial return for the rest of your life. 
than one. That is only a tenth.” 
Bobby said: “You'll be crazy if you Thus your Moody annuities produce two 
give away one of your dollars. You dividends: (1) the material dividend of 
certainly can’t get any bicycle for less d dabl h : bringi 
ter than ten dollars. I’m just going to take SPREE, SR ee 
a nickel to Sunday school. I’m saving you peace of mind and comfort in this life; 
my money for a bicycle.” ri. ivi j 
a ee Or nis aa (2) the spiritual dividend of eternal joy and 
ae lide bicycle, but she loved the Lord satisfaction from knowing your annuity 
untae. Jesus more than that. So she answered: gifts will be used now and after your death 
Betty ‘tI cannot get a bicycle this year, I in training future Christian workers to win 
as he will just have to wait. I belong to the - : 
rd to Lord Jesus, and I cannot give Him less souls to Christ. 
- per- than one dollar when I have earned ten.” 
ough Bobby shrugged his shoulders. “Please The full story of the Moody annuity plan, the reserve fund, 
gal he said. “Girls are goofy any- the Institute assets that stand behind it, and possible tax 
igh. i Betty put her dollar into the Sun- savings, are told in the interesting booklet, “DOUBLE 
srries day school offering and she felt very DIVIDENDS.” Clip the coupon below for your free copy. 
pick happy about it. She knew the Lord was -—— 
Town pleased. She prayed, “Lord Jesus, You Penner : 
many know that I would love a bicycle, but I —_—— —~sible institute | 
they love You more because You died for eet 
fields me,” 
The next week Mother took Bobby 
nt to and Betty to town. As soon as her 
- bere shopping was done, she took them to 
. how the secondhand store. The man showed 
They them several bicycles, but the cheapest 
vould ohne was twelve dollars, and it did not 
roads look very good. Bobby liked one very 
dging much that cost fifteen dollars. Finally 
their Mother gave him the extra dollar. She 
than told Betty she would not be able to add 
r and to her money; she had helped Bobby 
because he was older. Betty was really 
, had disappointed, but she understood, be- 
rteen. cause she knew that they did not have 
gh to fj ™uch money. di hte tid 
- said They paid for Bobby’s bicycle and oo Y nea 
n she Were leaving the store when the man 


store called after them, “There’s an old bi- 153 INSTITUTE PLACE 
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FIDO JUMPED! 


Fido obeys but Fido’s little master Jim doesn't 
obey. Child training needs study, education. HOW 
TO TEACH OBEDIENCE booklet free if accom- 
panied with this clipping or No. SST750, and $2 for 
subscription to either MY CHUM children’s maga- 
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cycle in the back that used to belong 
to my little girl. She has outgrown it 
now, but I believe your girl could ride 
it. It is not much to look at, but it will 
still go.” They waited while he got it 
out. The minute Betty saw that bicycle 
she loved it, even though the paint was 
almost all gone. 

“How much would you want for that?” 
asked Betty’s mother. 

“I was going to give it a coat of paint, 
but if you want it as is, you can have 
it for nine dollars,” said the man. 

Betty smiled all over. The man did 
not know that nine dollars was all she 
had, but the Lord did. Betty felt sure 
that the Lord meant that bicycle for her. 

She paid for the bicycle, and then they 
all started for home as happy as could 
be. Her bicycle did not look as nice 
as her brother’s, but it was her own, and 
it would go. And she knew the Lord 
had made it cost only nine dollars be- 
cause she had given the other dollar 
to Him. Betty thanked the Lord for 
her bicycle as they went home, and she 
told Him that she wanted to use it for 
Him. 

It turned out that although Bobby’s 
bicycle looked nicer than Betty’s it did 
not run as well. He spent more time 
tinkering on his than he did riding it. 

Their Sunday school had a Vacation 
Bible School soon after this. Then Betty 
knew how she should use that bicycle. 
She rode it up and down the roads, in- 
viting everyone in the countryside to 
Bible school. Quite a few of the chil- 
dren came, and some of them learned to 
love the Lord Jesus, too. Betty said, 
“The Lord makes my bicycle run well, 
because it belongs to Him.” 


FERNDALE, WASH. 


we 


A Foreign Mission Field at Home 
(Continued from page 565) 


ince) has become increasingly convinced, 
during his three years at Columbia Uni- 
versity, of the need for current sound 
Christian literature in India. In addi- 
tion to his Christian witness to students 
in India (he will be second from the 
Minister of Education of the province), 
Dr. Paul intends to translate and publish 
Christian literature. While at Columbia 
he was vice-president of the Inter-Var- 
sity Christian Fellowship chapter. 

God has called the Inter-Varsity Chris- 
tian Fellowship to the work of evangel- 
izing America’s two-and-a-half million 
college and university students. Prayer, 
Bible study, and witnessing are the cen- 
tral elements in the Inter-Varsity work 
on over three hundred campuses. Many 
foreign students who are not converted 
will still have the seed of the Wordsown 
in their hearts, and an understanding of 
Christianity which they did not receive 
in their own countries. In the future 
missionary doors to some countries may 
remain open, and other doors now closed 
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may swing open, because government 
leaders were students in American uni- 
versities with Inter-Varsity chapters jn 
1950. 
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Finding the Right Teachers 
For Sunday School 


(Continued from second page) 


4. Staff members shall be expected 
to be in their appointed places at least 
fifteen minutes before school begins, 
not only to welcome the scholars as 
they arrive, but also to discuss with 
them the problems and interests which 
are so vital in their young lives, 

5. In case of absence, the staff mem. 
ber shall notify the departmental 
superintendent at the earliest possible 
moment in order that he or she may 
supply a substitute. 

6. In cases of absent scholars, the 
teacher shall make every possible ef- 
fort to contact the home in question. 
An interested teacher soon reflects him- 
self in an interested pupil. Quite apart 
from sickness or absence, the teacher 
should visit each home at least once 
a year. Homes of new scholars should 
be visited at the earliest possible op- 
portunity. 

7. Staff members shall be required 
to attend the monthly meeting. It is 
essential to gather together periodi- 
cally to discuss the great work to 
which the Lord has called us, and 
further to discover ways and means of 
new advancement. ere should be 
such a burden for souls that none will 
allow anything to interfere with these 
important meetings. 

8. Staff members should regularly 
attend all of the Sunday services and 
the midweek service of Prayer, Praise, 
and Bible Study. All devoted Chris- 
tians should attend these services, but 
especially those who, by virtue of their 
position as leaders, ought to be an 
“example of the believers.” 

9. Every staff member must be in 
harmony with, and subscribe to, the 
Articles of Faith of Calvary Church. 

10. For the sake of utmost harmony, 
every staff member is urged to en- 
deavor to keep the unity of the Spirit 
in the bond of peace, and, to this end, 
accept all decisions made by the Ex- 
ecutive regarding the administration 
of the school as from the Lord. 

‘11. Every teacher should be a con- 
sistent personal worker, knowing how, 
and having a great desire to point the 
lost to the Saviour. To best accom- 

lish this end, our lives must be pure. 

t is not enough to teach the Word. 
We must live it. 

12. Staff members, except when ex- 
cused by the Executive, shall be re- 
— to take the Teacher Training 

ourse, 

13. All staff appointments shall be 
for a term not to exceed one year, 
and shall be made in accordance with 
the foregoing requirements. 


These rules provide a fine basis for 
a sound, strong, active Sunday school, 
where the children and young people 
will be taught the whole Bible as the 
Word of God, urged to receive Christ 
as their Saviour, and have before them 
living examples of the grace of God in 
the lives of their teachers. The “Articles 
of Faith and Constitution” (twelve 
pages) of the Calvary Church and. the 
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“Constitution of the Associated Gospel 
Churches” (twenty-nine pages) both 
gntain very good doctrinal statements 
with Scripture references, as well as 
much valuable information pertaining 
to the principles and practices of a local 
durch as well as a denomination. In a 
more recent letter Mr. Boehmer has 
written: 

Be assured that our church will be 
only too glad to supply, free of charge, 
requests for any of the pamphlets. We, 
too, hope that some help may be forth- 
coming to those who are in need of 
just such assistance. 

Requests should be addressed to the 
fev. S. L. Boehmer, pastor, The Calvary 
Baptist Church, 746 Pape Avenue, To- 
onto, Ont., Can. 
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The Young People's 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, July 16 
{Ann of Ava— Mrs. Adoniram Judson 
(Ruth 1:16, 17; 1 Pet. 1:7, 8) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 


Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


IHE record pages of pioneer missions 

are star-studded with the names of 
sacrificial, consecrated women, many of 
them having done a man’s job because 
ho man was available or willing to vol- 
unteer. The one we are to consider this 
week is credited with being the first 
American woman to enter foreign mis- 
sionary service and the first missionary’s 
wife to go to Rangoon, Burma. 

oy 4 

Ann Hasseltine, born in 1789, was a 
beautiful, talented girl, devoted to gaiety 
aad amusement in her home town of 
Bradford, Mass. She was converted in 
a@revival that swept through her town, 
and she then dedicated her life to 
spreading the Gospel. 

There were no Sunday schools in 
Bradford, and so, in a desire to teach 
thildren Bible truths, she became a day 
school teacher, and was engaged in this 
ahd other Christian work for some four 
years before she met a young man who 
had been accepted for the mission field 
inIndia by the newly formed American 
Board of Commissioners for Foreign 


Before long Ann became Mrs. Adon- 
iram Judson and, in spite of the warn- 
ings and condemnations of friends and 
a&tquaintances, some of whom even ac- 
cused her of being imprudent and lack- 

in modesty, she sailed with her hus- 
band in 1813 for Rangoon, when she 
Was twenty-four. 


we 
The country was all that the warn- 
ings of her friends had pictured in isola- 
tion’ from ordinary comforts and con- 
Weniences. The few European merchants 
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who lived there at the time were a poor 
lot, and the missionaries found them- 
selves in the midst of dense heathen- 
ism, and with no knowledge of the lan- 
guage. For two years their time was 
spent in learning the language under 
great difficulties. In this period, their 
first child was born, but died, after eight 
months, due to lack of medical atten- 
tion. 

At length the Judsons began to preach 
the Gospel, only to find that while some 
Burmese listened attentively at first, 
they soon showed that they were content 
with their own heathen religion. Then 
followed a wide distribution of tracts 
and Scripture portions which Mr. Jud- 
son had translated into Burmese. This, 
too, was disappointing in results, 


we 

Later, Mrs. Judson’s work among the 
women began to bear fruit and Mr. Jud- 
son’s preaching ministry resulted in sev- 
eral native converts. They began to be 
encouraged that their six years of effort 
in this sweltering, pestilential country 
were not in vain, when opposition from 
the Governor of Rangoon resulted in the 
desertion of the missionaries by all but 
their converts. 

A visit to Ava to see the King of 
Burma cleared up this difficulty with 
the Governor, but before the Judsons 
could realize the benefit of the king’s 
help, Mrs. Judson became ill with fever 
and had to return to America for a com- 
plete rest. 

ye 

After two years, she returned to Ran- 
goon, only to encounter further trouble, 
due to a war that broke out between 
England and Burma. The Burmese did 
not distinguish between the English and 
the American missionaries, and Mr. Jud- 
son was flung into prison, beaten, and 
fettered with chains.. Mrs. Judson spent 
months of effort to effect her husband’s 
release, calling on members of the royal 
family, petitioning high officials, and 
using every means she could think of. 
Meanwhile for many months she walked 
two miles to the prison each day to carry 
food and encouragement to her loved 
one. Then a second child was born. 


we 

Shortly after this, the white prisoners 
were secretly removed from Ava, and 
Mrs. Judson feared that her husband 
had been killed. Nevertheless she be- 
gan a search for him, traveling by river 
and bullock cart with her few-months- 
old baby and a native nursegirl. When 
she found him he was desperately ill 
from the ill treatment he had received 
on the march from Ava. She obtained 
permission to nurse him, but that very 
day her child and the nurse came down 
with smallpox, and so she had three pa- 
tients instead of one. They all recov- 
ered, but the strain on Mrs, Judson was 
too great. 

When the war between Burma and 
England began to turn in favor of the 
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English, the Burmese king released Mr. 
Judson to accompany a peace mission 
as interpreter. On his return he found 
his wife delirious with fever, from 
which she never recovered. She died 
several months later, in 1826, while Mr. 
Judson was again away on an interpret- 
ing mission, and her baby survived her 
by only a few months. Thus came to 
a close a life spent in heroic self-sacri- 
fice and devotion that the land of Burma 
might hear the Gospel. 
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The Tower of Babel 
(Continued from second page) 


down our frontier signposts, to sing in 
one and the same tongue a hymn of uni- 
versal peace among men, 

Doubtless, in the course of these hu- 
man efforts to construct a tower, there 
have been dark hours. Disillusion has 
paralyzed men’s spirits and stopped the 
laborers’ arms. At times storms have 
threatened and the ruins of the vast en- 
terprise have heaped up. Then the Sun 
of God’s grace has shone forth in the 
rainbow of the Word of God and of 
faith. Men hitherto undecided seem to 
understand. They turn their eyes to the 
Most High and no longer to baked bricks 
and trowels. Their hearts quiver with 
another hope, are illuminated with an- 
other light coming from God. But when 
the dangers have passed, when the hur- 
ricane with its thunders has withdrawn 
on the horizon, some new Nimrod sounds 
his horn, speaks of power and glory. 
Everyone takes up his trowel again and 
returns to the scaffolding. The tower 
again begins to rise. 

Oh, if only the handful of those who, 
in the course of the centuries had not 
ceased to regard the bow in the cloud, 
had remained faithful to their vision ! 

Alas! the Church itself, yes, the 
Church of Jesus Christ, has wished to 
build a tower of Babel on its sacred soil. 
In our vanity and in our pride we have 
preferred to believe in ourselves and in 
our capacities. We have gathered our 
stones and with the trowel of self-suffi- 
ciency have begun to build a tower in 
our own strength. The greatest of the 
sins of the Church is that of having 
really believed, O Vanity! that it was 
able to build that Babel tower which 
they call “the Kingdom.” It has be- 
lieved by its works, its efforts, its dis- 
ciplines, its commandments, its influ- 
ences, its orders, its authorities, armed 
and booted if need be, by its material 
powers curbing kings and laws, by all 
this wholly human enterprise, it has 
thought that it could build an immense 
tower, a place of the assembling of all 
peoples, and assure glory to itself and 
perpetual rule. 

“I will come again,” said Jesus. 
shall I rule the nations.” 


“Then 





But there comes a time when God de- 
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scends from the heavens to visit oy 
Babels. 

In the plain of Shinar one witnesgq 
a strange sight. 

God who, with a word, once put orde 
into chaos, cast out the stars into eterna 
space, and lighted the sun, now throw; 
confusion and panic into this enterprig 
of the sons of Noah. 

Wholly contrary to what they 
dreamed! They wanted glory and here 
is ridicule. They fled away howling 
each uttering unintelligible sounds. They 
sought unity; here was dispersion, dis. 
location, and that forever. They wished 
for security in strength. Here they ar 
weaker than ever in their mutual mis. 
understandings. 

There remained of their enterprise ; 
few stones in the high grass. The oven. 
baked bricks, which were to touch the 
skies, are buried in the sand of the 
desert. 

Hours come when God visits oy 
towers of Babel. I think of Darius at 
Arbala, of Alexander at Babylon. For 
the latter a crisis of malaria sufficed, | 
think of Czsar and Brutus’s dagger. of 
Napoleon at St. Helena. I think of the 
pyramids half buried, of the Acropolis 
in ruins, of ancient Rome, on fine days, 
naught but heaps of stones under the 
play of sunshine. 

There are hours when God visits our 
own Babels, hours in which He plows 
a ditch before our pride, overturns our 
blasphemous structures, mocks our van- 
ities and our halos. That hour has come 
for some of us. It will come for all. 

The tower that the descendants of 
Noah thought to build, He will build 
Himself. Yes, one day, He will come 
back, cleaving the clouds of Heaven. The 
Son of man will appear again and will 
sound His horn for the gathering of the 
faithful. Then, surrounded by angels, 
saints, and martyrs, He will accomplish 
the plan unrealized by man. He will 
unite the nations. They will have one 
vision only, one thought, one passion 
only, namely, to build His Kingdom of 
love and power. They will learn no 
more war or the art of war, “for the 
earth shall be full of the knowledge of 
the Lord, as the waters cover the sea.” 
There will be but ore tongue above the 
divisions, the frontiers, the boun¢:zy 
lines, to sing His glory and His alone. 

For at the name of Jesus every knee 
shall bow! 
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For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 
Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 

Sunday School Lesson Committee. 





July 10 to 16 


Mon.—Ruth 1:1-9. In Her Native Land. 
PRAYER SuccEsTIoNs: “The country of 

Moab.” Moses died in the land of Moab 

(Deut. 34:5). The land was subdued 
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under Israel (Judges 3:29, 30). Later 
Israel served the gods of Moab (Judges 
10:6). Into this idolatrous land Naomi 
ad her husband came when famine 
visited Israel. Their two sons married. 
One married Orpah and the other Ruth, 
mentioned in the genealogy of Christ 
(Matt, 1:5). The salvation of Ruth from 
Moab, and her blessing from God illus- 
trate God’s grace to us who once walked 
according to this evil world! Pray for 
Lake Louise Summer Conferences, Toc- 
coa, Ga. 


Tues—Ruth 1:14-22. 
An Emigrant to Bethlehem. 
Prayer Succestions: “They came to 
Beth-lehem.” Our goings are of the 
Lord, and it is impossible to know our 
way, The mist of circumstances hides 
God's guiding hand in the varied expe- 
tiences of life. But as we walk in God’s 
paths we soon find blessing that adds no 
sorrow. Ruth’s choice of God insured 
eternal satisfaction. Bethlehem will be 
to her an eternally blessed memory as 
ever will be to a penitent. Pray 
—_— Keswick, Keswick Grove, 
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Wed.—Ruth 2:1-12. In the Field of Boaz. 

PraYeR Succestions: “Go not to glean 
in another field.” It is good that we 
abide where God puts us. Never be a 
gadabout. Stay in the field where the 
Lord directs you to glean. It will be 
good that you be not found in another's 
field than that in which your Lord ap- 
points you. Ruth’s steadfastness is a 
lesson for all engaging in work in the 
Lord’s harvest field. Stick! Stay! Be 
sure you obtain a “Well done!” from 
your Lord. Pray for the Montrose Bible 
Conference, Montrose, Pa, 


Thurs.—Ruth 2:17-23, “Bread to Eat.” 


Prayer Succestions: “Unto the end of 

. harvest.” Ruth’s labor in the fields 
of Boaz made her present pleasant and 
insured for her a bright future. We, 
too, are blessed in our good deeds, and 
we also have a bright reward in pros- 
pect. By and by is the harvest and the 
time of reaping. “We shall come re- 
joicing bringing in the sheaves.” “Where 
hast thou gleaned today?” Pray for 
Pinebrook Bible Conference, Strouds- 
burg, Pa. 


Fri.—Ruth 4:1-12. A Marriage Long Ago. 


PRAYER SuGGEsTIONS: “The Lord make 
the woman , , . famous in Bethlehem.” 
Here is a marriage that was made in 
Heaven. The-spirit of prophecy came 
upon many who felicitated the happy 
pair. They little knew how “famous” 
the bride would be in Bethlehem (Matt, 
1:5; Luke 3:32). And no one can im- 
agine the things God has prepared for 
you as a lover of Christ, your wonderful 
Redeemer. Pray for Sacandaga Bible 
Conference, Broadalbin, N. Y. 


Sat.—Ruth 4:13-22. 
An Ancestress of David. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Boaz begat Obed, 
and Obed begat Jesse, and Jesse begat 
David.” God moves wondrously but 
mysteriously in carrying out His great 
and holy purposes. Ruth illustrates the 
marvel of particular providences. Have 
you not looked back to see the good way 
the Lord led you as He brought you 
through valleys of humiliation and over 
mountains of trouble? Surely you know, 
as we all must, that God’s ways are al- 
ways right ways. Pray for Gitche Gumee 
Bible Conference, Eagle River, Mich. 


Sun.—Proverbs 31:10-20, 25-31. 
A Noble Woman. 


PrRaYER SUGGESTIONS: “A woman that 
feareth the Lord, she shall be praised.” 
The worth of virtuous women is im- 
mense. “Her price is far above rubies” 
(chap. 31:10). She doeth only good. 
Fourteen times in the Scripture lesson 
the virtues of such a noble soul are 
stressed in verses beginning with “She.” 
Let every Christian woman read these 
precious compliments. Pray for Youth 
for Christ Camp (July 16-30), Lake Min- 
netonka, Mound, Minn. 
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YOU MAKE $50 


for selling 100 boxes finest Robinson Scrip- 
ture-text Christmas Cards. An excellent’ oppor- 
tunity for yourself, club, or organization. 

fast money-makers. Write for samples on approval. 


ROBINSON CARDS 








Dept. G-29 CLINTON, MASS. 
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Northwest 
Mountain Mission, Inc. 


Box 421 Roise, Idaho 


intent uemningtionst faith work seekin: 
carry Gospel to the Man F he. 
Back” in the mountains and deserts of oe 
great Northwest. We represent one of 
greatest frontiers for missionary po nce 
in the Home Field, with missionaries now 
stationed in Idaho’s famous “Primitive 
Area.” You may assist in this vital work 
by your prayers and gifts. 


The TRAIL BLAZER mailed free at your request 





























Ben Lippen School 


Robert C. McQuilkin, President 


An accredited Junior and Senior 
High School with a warm, homelike, 
Christian atmosphere. Full athletic 
program — new gymnasium. Sound 
evangelical teaching. 

Write today for complete information 












a = 

wHere a Christian Faculty 

e wn 7 - 
Builds Christian Lives 
The men and women of Multnomah faculty are 
consecrated to their task. As living examples of 
devotion to the Bible and Christian Service their 
teaching carries conviction which students sense 
and accept. FREE tuition. Three-Year 
Course. Ask for catalog. 


Interesting Monthly Sent 
Free to All Inquirers 


ULTNOMAH 
School of the B IBLE 


Willard M, Aldrich, Th.D., President 
John G. Mitchell, D.D., Vice President 
682 N.E. Holladay St, Portland 14, Oregon 

















OMES of poverty have in the past furnished 
our greatest leaders. Lincoln came from a Ken- 
tucky log cabin; Martin Luther’s father was a 


poor ‘miner; and Moody was the son of a strug- . 


gling.widow. In a.surprisingly large number of 
instances, too, such leaders are the product of 
Christian homes or educational influence. 
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The College es 
; Tyee Faia the Catalog 
“and other necessary 
institutional litera- 
ording .em- 
to @ num- 


“Dishwashing Gang 
ak gs into action after 
“each meal. College build- 
ing maintenance and the 
up-to-date College farm 
f. afford employment for 
, others. 





HOUGHTON COLLEGE, founded especially for 
youth of limited means, is therefore engaged in 
developing Christian character among the véry 
class from whom our greatest leaders have been 
drawn. Many HOUGHTON. students earn a por- 
tion of expense by working outside school hours 
and during vacations. 


Application fér such work should be ‘filed early, as assignments are made at the opening of 


‘for 6 blank. 


For comptete details please address office of the President, Dept. T 


semester on the basis of need and experience. Address the Registrar’s Office at once 
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